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SEVENTH HEAVEN

"You Take the Hi gh Road"
PROLOGUE
FADE | N:
DAY ONE
EXT. KINKI RK HOUSE - ESTABLI SH NG - DAY
I NT. KI NKIRK KI TCHEN - DAY

LUCY is still in her pajamas. She's |ooking in the

refrigerator for sonmething. The phone RI NGS. She answers.
LUCY

Hel | 0?

| NTERCUT:

I NT. RUTHI E' S DORM ROOM - DAY

It's RUTH E.
RUTHI E

|s he crazy? He thinks he can just
conme over here and drag nme back?
What is wong with hinf

Lucy consi ders.

LUCY
l"msorry, who is this?
RUTHI E
What do you nmean, who is this?
LUCY
Rut hi e?
RUTHI E

Yes, who did you think? | got an
email fromDad telling ne he's com ng
over here. He's coming to Scotl and.
He's gone conpletely insane. He

can't afford to just cone over here
so he's comng for sonme reason, and
if the reason is to drag ne hone,
|"ve got news for him [|'mnot com ng

home. | have a life. | have friends.
| have a job. | love it here. He
can't do this to nme. You can't |et
hi m

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

Lucy reacts.

LUCY
He enmil ed you when?
RUTHI E
| don't know. | never read his emnils

when they cone in, they're always
full of stupid stuff |ike advice.

LUCY
Well, maybe he just really wants to
see you. You were supposed to cone
home at Thanksgi ving, then you nade
it Christnmas. Maybe he coul dn't
wait that |Iong to see you.

RUTHI E
Wy not ?
LUCY
| don't know. Because he m sses
you?
RUTHI E
Yeah well, | mss all of you. But

not enough to | eave here. You have
to stop him

LUCY
| don't knowif | can.

RUTHI E
You have to. Pl eeeeeease.

LUCY
Ruthie, if he m sses you that much
and he really wants to see you and
he's already on the way there, then
| don't know what you want ne to do
about it.

RUTHI E
What kind of a sister are you? You're
supposed to be there for nme when

need you. | need you to stop him
You know Mom won't. They have one
m nd.

LUCY

Did you try to call him or Mnf

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: (2)

RUTHI E
| can't get either one of them on
t he phone. The hone phone, the cel
phones. They're not answeri ng.

KEVI N wal ks in the back door with SAM and DAVI D who have
duf fel bags.

SAM
Hel | o.

DAVI D
Good nor ni ng.

They keep wal ki ng. Kevin | ooks at Lucy.

KEVI N
Your nmom decided to go with your
dad to Scotland, so the boys are
going to hang out with us for a few
days.

Rut hi e overheard that on the other end of the phone.

RUTHI E
No, no not the two of them That
means it's not a visit, it's a
ki dnappi ng. And they're not taking
me back wth them |'mnot going to
be here. I'mnot. I'll run away!

Rut hi e hangs up. Lucy hangs up.
FADE OUT.
END OF PROLOGUE




ACT _ONE
FADE | N:
EXT. KI NKI RK HOUSE - ESTABLI SH NG - DAY
I NT. KI NKIRK KI TCHEN - DAY
MJUSIC is Scottish and public domain like: "Oh, ye'll take
the high road, and I'I|l take the lowroad, an' 1'll be in
Scotl and afore ye; but ne and ny true love will never neet
agai n, on the bonnie, bonnie banks of Loch Lonond."
UNDER CREDI TS: Kevin is at the kitchen table with the boys,
SAVANNAH, too. They're all drawi ng or coloring maps and
mar king themw th stickers of airplanes going and com ng
fromScotland to California. END CREDI TS. Lucy enters.

LUCY
Could | see you for just a m nute?

KEVI N
Sur e.

He follows her into the living room
I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Lucy and Kevin enter, she turns to face him

LUCY
| knew Dad was thinking of going to
Scotland to see Ruthie, | didn't

know the two of them were going,
and today? Wien did they decide
that? I've been waiting for himto
talk to ne for alnobst a week now.

Her cell phone RINGS. Lucy picks it up.

LUCY
Hel | 0?
| NTERCUT:
| NT. SANDY'S APARTMENT - DAY
lt's SANDY.
SANDY
You have to help ne. | have to get

out of this relationship with Daniel.
| don't know what | was thinking.
VWhat was | thinking? He's so weird.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

She hangs

SANDY ( CONT' D)
And so serious. And so... | don't
know. | can't stand him and yet |
told himl'min love with him Wy
did | do that? I"'mnot in love with

him | don't want anything to do
with him
LUCY
(to Sandy, but staring
at Kevin)
| want to talk to you, but | can't
right now, |I have to call you back

and don't rush into any deci sions,
maybe you're just having a bad day,
maybe |'mjust having a bad day.
|"mnot sure yet. I'Il call you
back.

up, | ooks at Kevin.

LUCY
Kevi n?

Kevi n si ghs.

KEVI N
Your dad'll talk to you too when he
gets back. He wants to talk to al
of us when he gets back.

LUCY
Too? What do you nean too0?

Kevin | ooks at her. She |ooks at him Lucy is picking up on
Kevin's nmood. He has sonething terrible to say, and she knows

it.

KEVI N
Luce, | have to tell you sonething,
and | don't know if this is the
best tine, but we need to talk.

LUCY
From t he sound of your voice, |
don't knowif | want to talk. |
don't knowif | ever want to talk
to you again. And if I'"'mgoing to
hear sonet hi ng bad about ny dad,
want to hear it fromhim

KEVI N
Luce, this is difficult enough.
Pl ease, don't nmake it any nore
difficult than it already is.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: (2)
She snaps.

LUCY
How do you know sonet hi ng about ny
dad that | don't know? \Wen did he
tell you? And why you? Wiy not ne?

Kevi n shrugs.
KEVI N

He just can't, he can't tell you.
He can't tell any of you, not yet

anyway.
LUCY
But he can tell you?
KEVI N
Don't you see, Luce, that's because
as close as we are, I'mnot as close

to himas you are. Your father --
Lucy puts up her hand to stop him
LUCY
No. He doesn't want to tell ne,
don't want to know.

KEVI N
He wants you to know.

Lucy | ooks at him

LUCY
He told you to tell nme?

KEVI N
Yeah, Luce, he asked ne to tel
you.

LUCY
And when, when were you going to
tell me?

KEVI N
He asked ne to wait until they got
out of town, and well, they just
left, just mnutes ago, and |I'm
telling you, if you'll let ne.

Lucy reacts.
LUCY

My nom agreed to this plan?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: ( 3)

KEVI N
She didn't want any added drama.
She's not | ooking forward to the
trip, but she didn't want hi m going

al one.
LUCY

Oh, | see. |I'd be "added drama."”
KEVI N

She wasn't tal king about you. She
was tal ki ng about the two of you,
you and your dad. You know how rnuch
he | oves you. He just can't bring
hinmself to tell you what's going
on.

LUCY
Has he told Matt or Mary or Sinon?

KEVI N
No, he wants to get Ruthie hone,
and he wants to get everyone
together. So actually, you're the
first of the children to know, when
you're ready for ne to tell you.

Lucy is in shock.

LUCY
Kevin, you can't just start off ny
day by giving ne bad news that's
not even your news to give. | have
to go to work. | can't know what ever
this is right now It's a terrible
time to tell me anything bad, the
wor st possible tinme. And | don't
i ke surprises.

KEVI N
" m sorry.

LUCY
| have neetings and counsel i ng
sessions and people to deal wth
and... And | have to feed the dogs
and | have a hair appointnent after
Eort and | have to... call Sandy
ack.

KEVI N

Come on, Luce, we're going to have
to be grown-ups here.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 4)

LUCY
" mnot a grown-up? You're not a
grown-up. H ding things and... then
trying to just drop them on ne.
Just... let's just... Forget you
said anything. Yeah. |'mjust going
to forget you said anything. And
you forget ny dad told you anyt hing.
Just... forget it.

And she wal ks of f, | eaving Kevin wondering what the heck
that reaction was. He follows her into the kitchen.

| NT. KINKIRK KI TCHEN - DAY
Kevi n | ooks at her.

LUCY
| have to get down to the church
so have a nice day.

KEVI N
So you're just going to go to work?

LUCY
Yep.

KEVI N
You can do that?

LUCY
|'mfine.

KEVI N
Could we just go outside and --

LUCY
(cuts himoff)
Uh uh. Don't. Don't say anything to
ne.

The boys exchange a gl ance.

LUCY
Bye, guys. Bye, Savannah.

And she's out. Kevin watches her go, then turns back.

DAVI D
Wonen, huh?
Kevin sm | es.
KEVI N

And by that, you nean...?

( CONTI NUED)
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SAM
Grls.
KEVI N
Yeah. Look guys, |'ve heard you say

that before, and I don't know where
you got it, but let nme explain
sonmething. That's ny girl, that's

my daughter, that's Savannah, and |

| ove her, and | |ove your sister
Lucy. Grls are wonderful, wonen

are wonderful, and | don't have any
problemw th girls or wonen. They're
the best things in life.

Enter JANE and MARGARET with duffel bags.

Mar gar et

JANE
Lucy said to talk to you. Unless
you have a problemw th us, we
t hought we'd stay over here.

ooks at him nervously waiting for an answer.

DAVI D
No, he doesn't have any probl em
with girls or wonen.

SAM
They're the best things in life.

JANE
Things? W're things? W' re not
t hings. Where' d you get that, that
we're things?

SAM
Kevin said it, not ne.

KEVI N
Stay over here? At our house?

SAM
They can stay with us in our room

DAVI D
Yeah, we don't have a problemwth
girls or wonen either.

MARGARET
Thanks.

KEVI N

Wiy woul d you stay here? You have
t he garage apartnent.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)

JANE
Yeah, but, you know, the Candens
t ook off.

He | ooks at her, as if to explain.

MARGARET
No one hone.

KEVI N
VWhat difference does that nmake?

JANE
Probably none if you have a gun and
you're a fornmer police officer, or
if you're a black belt in karate
and have some nunchucks or. ..

MARGARET
O if you're dead already.

KEVI N
What are you tal king about? It's
saf e over there.

JANE
What makes you think that?

KEVI N
It's a safe nei ghborhood.

JANE
| think we covered that. It's a
saf e nei ghborhood if you' re you. W
can't stay in the garage of an enpty
house. That's |ike squatting in a
vacant buil di ng.

KEVI N
The garage apartnent is practically
i n our backyard.

JANE
Wuld you listen to yourself, are
you golng to put us I n danger to
prove a point?
(notices the children)
What are you guys draw ng? Maps? |
| ove maps.

KEVI N
Great. Let nme show you sonet hi ng.

He draws a box.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)

KEVI N
Here's the garage apartnent.

Then he draws a bi gger box.

KEVI N
Here's ny backyard.

He draws anot her box.

KEVI N
Here's ny house.

He points to the nap.

KEVI N
House. Garage apartnent.

Jane takes Kevin's map, picks up one of the kids' nmaps.

JANE
Yeah, but according to this map,
t he garage apartnment is the sane
di stance from your house as Scot!| and
is fromCalifornia. Scotland.
California. Garage apartnent. House.

Margaret smles, nods in agreenment. Kevin gives up.

KEVI N
| have to talk to Lucy.

DAVI D
She's not tal king to you.

JANE
Wiy isn't she talking to you?

Kevin | ooks at them they know he can't say anything. Margaret
and Jane | ook at each other, they | ook at Kevin.

JANE
| think we all just need to be with
famly right now.

Mar garet nods. They head out down the hall with their bags.
Kevin wat ches them go, he's getting the idea that sonething
is up, however Sam and David seem quite pleased.

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO
FADE | N:
EXT. GLENOAK COMMUNI TY CHURCH - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY
I NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY

12.

Lucy is unloading her briefcase. She sits down at the desk.
She | ooks at the photos on the desk. Matt and Sarah and the
twns. Mary and Carlos and Charlie and the tw ns. Sinon.

Rut hi e. Lucy when she was little. Lucy now, in her

m ni ster

robes. Kevin. Lucy and Kevin and Savannah. A picture of Eric

and Anni e.

LUCY
(mutters)
You coul d have told ne.

She starts to tear up, but is still just a bit angry. The

phone RINGS. She sniffles and answers.

LUCY
Yeah? | nean hell o.

| NTERCUT:
| NT. SANDY' S APARTMENT - DAY

It's Sandy.

SANDY

Lucy?
LUCY

Oh hi, Sandy, | was going to cal

you, | just got... distracted.
SANDY

| hate to bother you, but | just

can't see Dani el another day. Only
I'mgoing to have to because he's
in practically every class |I'm

taking. | amso stupid. He is a
total dork. And | don't know how to
get rid of him | have no experience

getting rid of guys. CGuys al ways
get rid of me, or they did when I
was sleeping with them But believe
me, |I'mnot sleeping with this one.
Ever.

LUCY
No, of course not.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

SANDY
Maybe | should just get it over
with and sleep with Martin again,
"1l probably end up doing that
anyway.

LUCY

How did you junp to that concl usion?
SANDY

| don't know, |'m desperate.

At this point, T BONE enters.

Lucy puts
asi de.

She | ooks

T BONE
Hey, Luce, just thought 1'd drop in
to see how --

her finger up, indicates just a second,

LUCY
(i nto phone)
Sandy, you're nmaking this nore
diffrcult than it is, just tel
Daniel in a nice way that you don't
want to see him any nore.

SANDY
|"mtrying, but he doesn't want to
hear it.

T BONE
| can see you're busy with sone
important relationship issues, |

can wait.
LUCY
(i nto phone)
Well, sonetimes you just have to

say what you have to say whet her

t he person wants to hear it or not,
and really, there has to be a way
to say you don't want to see him
any nore that he understands.

at T Bone.

LUCY
|"mgoing to be a while.

T BONE
Did Kev get a chance to talk to
you?

13.
11

turning

( CONTI NUED)



11

14.

CONTI NUED: ( 2) 11

SANDY

| did. | said, "Daniel, I'"msorry,
but I don't want to see you any
nore." Just |ike that. Point blank.
And then he kissed ne and told ne...

(mMmcs hinm
Don't be so afraid to be in |ove.
Ugh. | really can't stand him

LUCY
Sonetinmes people just can't hear
the truth, sonetines they just can't
deal with it.

T BONE
So you did talk to Kev this norning
after Momand Dad left?
(of f her | oo0k)
That's Reverend and Ms. Canden, to

ne.
SANDY
Are you there? Wat do | do?
LUCY
Make hi m hear you.
SANDY
How?
LUCY
Wel |, sonetimes actions speak | ouder

than words. Do sonething that says
you don't want to see himany nore.

SANDY
Li ke...?
LUCY
|"msorry, | have soneone in ny

office so I'"'mgoing to let you figure
out that one, okay?

SANDY
Okay. Thanks, Lucy.

And she hangs up

T BONE
Sandy, huh?

LUCY

VWhat are you doing here, T Bone?
You're going to be late for school

( CONTI NUED)
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15.

CONTI NUED:  ( 3) 11
T BONE
Eh, what am | going to | earn today?
How inmportant is it that | be there?
LUCY
Very inportant. | think your

counsel or nentioned to ny dad that
you' ve been out a lot this year,
and this year just started. And I
don't think ny dad would like it if
he knew that the day he left town,
you ditched school.

T BONE
Isn't real |ife experience nuch
nor e val uabl e than any school ? Isn't
life a school in itself? A tough
school ? School of hard knocks?

LUCY
Either tell ne what you want or
just go to school

T BONE
To be honest, it's a teacher work
day. | just like to imgine nyself

so bold that | would lie, ditch
school and cone to your rescue.

LUCY
Uh, ny rescue?

T BONE
| just wanted to see you and make
sure you were okay. | know your nom

and dad |l eaving to fetch young Ruthie
was rather spur of the nonent, and
that m ght have pronpted a difficult
conversation wth your husband and..

| thought you m ght need ny
assi st ance.

LUCY
You t hought wrong.

T BONE
| could answer the phone? Take
messages? Drive you? Don't forget
I"'ma |icensed driver.

LUCY
Wth a fake license. | just don't
feel like having anyone el se around

t oday, okay? So pl ease, just go.

( CONTI NUED)
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16.

CONTI NUED:  ( 4) 11
T BONE
Maybe | could hang out until [unch?
LUCY
No. |'m busy, |'m working.
T BONE
How can you work? Unless... you and
Kevin didn't talk? | just assuned
t hat you woul d.
She | ooks at him

LUCY
T Bone, whether ny husband and |
tal ked to each other before |I cane
to work today or any other day is
really a personal matter between
Kevin and ne, okay?

T BONE
As al ways, you are absolutely right.

He just nods and backs out of the room Her cell phone RI NGS

she picks

| NTERCUT:

it up.

LUCY
Rut hi e?

I NT. RUTH E'S DORM ROOM - DAY 12

It's Ruthie.

RUTHI E
Did you get to hin? Did you talk to
Dad?

LUCY
No, | did not talk to Dad. But |
did try to call him and his cel
phone is off, and Momis cell phone
is off, so | think they're probably
on their way.

RUTHI E
Nooooo, pl ease. They can't be.

Lucy shakes her head.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

17.

12
LUCY
Look, you don't know why they're
comng, | don't even know why they're

com ng, they just decided to take
of f, okay?

RUTHI E
And you | et then?

LUCY
| didn't have anything to do with
it. They're our parents, they do
what they want.

RUTHI E
What about ne? When do | get to do
what | want?

LUCY
Rut hie, they let you stay in Scotl and
this senmester. You were supposed to
come hone at the end of the sumer.
| think they've been pretty generous
inletting you do what you want.

RUTHI E
Generous? You paid for it, you and
Kevi n.
LUCY
That doesn't make any difference.
RUTHI E

Yes, it does. |If anyone gets to
cone over here, it should be you

and Kevin. | don't care if you and
Kevin cone over here, | don't want
Mom and Dad over here.

LUCY

You know, | think maybe you have
been away too long. You're starting
to sound like a brat. And let ne
tell you sonething, little sister,
when Mom and Dad get there, you act
as if you're happy to see them

- RUTHI E
y?

LUCY
Because! Because they're your
parents. Because they're your nom
and dad and you shoul d be grateful
to have a nother and a father.

( CONTI NUED)
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13
14

18.
CONTI NUED: ( 2) 12

RUTHI E
Yeah, well, I'mnot right now, okay?
They just want to ruin nmy life.

And she hangs up. Lucy shakes her head, disgusted, |ooks at
t he book on her desk, For the Love of Famly, and throws it.
She hears a CRASH behind her. The book went through the

st ai ned gl ass wi ndow. Qops.

DI SSOLVE TO
EXT. KINKI RK HOUSE - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY 13
| NT. KI NKI RK KI TCHEN - DAY 14

Kevin is maki ng sandw ches when T Bone enters and has the
book, For the Love of Famly, in his hand.

T BONE
| was struck | eaving the church, so
rather than return this to Lucy at
her office, | thought 1'd drop it

of f here.
KEVI N
Lucy threw that at you?
T BONE
Not intentionally, | don't believe

she would hit ne in the head with a
book intentionally, but she did
toss it through her office w ndow.
Did you tell her or not?

KEVI N
O not. She didn't want to hear it.
She said it's not a good tine.

T BONE
Oh. As usual, she's right. Sort of.
There's never a good tine for bad
news.

Jane and Margaret enter. T Bone | ooks at Kevin.

T BONE
VWhat are they doing here?

JANE

We're staying here while the Candens
are out of town.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

They all r

19.
14

T BONE
And what, |I'mstaying all by nyself
in the house al one? You guys aren't
going to be out in the garage
apartnent ?

KEVI N
That hasn't been determ ned yet.

T BONE
Ei ther way, | get the dog, right?
"' mnot staying in the house w t hout
t he dog.

KEVI N
You' ve been living in an enpty church
w t hout a dog.

T BONE
That's different. That's a church
this is a house, a big house.

KEVI N
Not bigger than the church

T BONE
Lonel i er than the church.

Kevin | ooks at him

T BONE
A church is a house of God, and
God' s al ways hone, whereas the
Candens aren't.

Kevin | ooks at him |ooks at Jane and Margaret.

KEVI N
The three of you want to tell ne
what you're up to, or rather, who
you' re expecting? |I'mnot buying
that you' re all scared. Unless
suddenly you have reason to be
scar ed.

eact, what? Come on

KEVI N
What happened to the three of you?
You seened so i ndependent and
obnoxi ous when we net you, now
suddenly you're afraid of your own
shadows.

( CONTI NUED)
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20.

CONTI NUED: ( 2) 14

They al |

MARGARET
(i nsul ted)
| haven't changed.

KEVI N
You know what | nmean. You two were
living in a car. You weren't scared
living in a car.

JANE
Yeah, because if soneone canme up to
the car in the mddle of the night
and tried to break in, | could just
drive away.

MARGARET

That happened. Mre than once.
KEVI N

Not buying it.
T BONE

The problemis actually nore
phi | osophi cal. W suddenly feel
I nsecure w thout the Candens here,
and we're facing...

(1 ooks around)
...the possibility of a |oss and
that | eaves us feeling extrenely
vul ner abl e.

KEVI N
You're lying. And you. And you.

ook at each other.
KEVI N

So would you like to be interrogated
t oget her or individually?

T Bone and Margaret | ook at Jane. Jane reacts.

JANE
Oh, thanks a | ot.

KEVI N
Who' s after you?

She | ooks at Kevi n.

JANE
No one.

T BONE
Li ar.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)

JANE
Don't even think about it.

_ KEVI N
Thi nk about it, 'cause you all need
a place to stay, a place close to
me apparently. So who's after you?
Kevin | ooks at Jane, waiting for an answer.

MARGARET
Her husband.

Kevi n reacts.

END OF ACT TWD

21.

FADE QOUT:

14
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ACT THREE
FADE | N:
EXT. GLENOAK COMMUNI TY CHURCH - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY
I NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY/INT. RUTH E' S DORM ROOM -

22.

NI GHT

Lucy is looking up glaziers in the yell ow pages. Her cel
phone RINGS. Lucy |looks at it. It's Ruthie. She picks up.

LUCY
Unless you're calling to say you've
changed your m nd about Mom and Dad
then don't even waste ny tine.

RUTHI E
Pl ease, please don't let them do
this. Don't let themforce nme to go
home. Pl ease, Lucy, please talk to
t hem

LUCY
No.

RUTHI E
You don't understand. This is ny
life we're talking about. It's not
your life. It's not you. It's ne.
| "' m happy being away from hone. |I'm
happy bei ng hal fway across the world,
far away fromthe church and Dad
and a school where Matt and Mary
and Sinmon and you went. |I'mnot the
preacher's kid any nore. |'mjust
Rut hi e Canden. You know how great
it is just to be Ruthie Canden
wi t hout anyone knowing |I'm a

preacher's kid? I love it here. |I'm
a normal girl here. | just want to
be nornmal .

LUCY

Normal is conpletely overrated. And
qui t whi ni ng about being the
preacher's kid. What's wong with
bei ng the preacher's kid? There are
a lot worse things to be. Mybe
you'd li ke to be the daughter of
a... a... bad person.

RUTHI E
"' mout of mnutes on ny phone card.
Thanks a | ot for your help, Sis.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

RUTHI E ( CONT' D)
Qobvi ously you don't even know what
being a mnister is about. Haven't
you noticed? Dad is al ways hel pi ng
peopl e. You're supposed to help
people, even if they're related to
you. If you can't handle it, why
don't you get out of the mnistry?

23.
16

And she sl ans down t he phone, |eaving Lucy angry and hurt.
Usi ng the church phone, Lucy slowy dials the international

nunber for Ruthie. Ruthie picks up.

RUTHI E
Yeah?

LUCY
kay, that was a | ow bl ow, but I
get it. You need help. You need
hel p so that you can just live your
[ife without any disturbances. You
don't want to be disturbed. Well,
hate to tell you this Ruthie, but I
have a feeling that we're all about
to be disturbed in a very big way,
and that could be why Mom and Dad
are comng to see you or ask you to
conme hone.

RUTHI E
VWhat ? Lucy?

No answer. The phone is dead. Ruthie starts |ooking for a

charger. A QUY sticks his head in the room

QuY
Hey, we m ssed you tonight.

RUTHI E

(while | ooking for a

phone char ger)
|"ve got problens, ny parents are
com ng over here practically
unannounced, and | have no 1 dea of
what they want unless they want ne
to go back honme with them And then
my sister said sonmething cryptic
about our entire famly being
di sturbed, not nentally disturbed,
whi ch they probably are but just
di sturbed |1 ke bothered. And then
this stupid cheap phone went dead
and | can't find the charger!

He t hi nks a second whil e she conti nues to | ook,

t hen:

( CONTI NUED)
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(€9)1
When ny parents canme to visit, they
cane to tell me that they were
getting divorced.

Rut hi e reacts.

RUTHI E
My parents woul d never get divorced.

(€9)1
That's what we all say.

She |l ooks at him then frantically | ooks for the charger.
She di al s.

RUTHI E
Hey, Matt, it's Ruthie. Do you know
anyt hi ng about Mom and Dad getting
a divorce? They're on their way
over here. They're comng all the
way to Scotland. That's the only
thing it could be. Could you cal
me as soon as you get this nessage,
pl ease?

She hangs up, then dials.

RUTHI E
Hey, Mary, it's Ruthie from Scotl and
I"mstill in Scotland, but | think
Mom and Dad are com ng to get ne,
and even worse, | think it's because
they're getting a divorce. Did they
tell you? I know Momis been spendi ng
alot of tine there but | didn't
know it was because they're splitting
up, | thought it was because she
wanted to be with you and t he babi es.
Coul d you call e, please?

She hangs up, then dials.

RUTHI E
Sinmon, hey it's Ruthie. Did you
know Mom and Dad are splitting up?
Coul d you call me, please? It's
urgent. Where are you? Don't ignore
this call or 1'lIl be really angry
with you. Okay. Well. That's it.
I"'ma long way from honme and | can't
get anyone to give ne any
information. Call ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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And she hangs up. She settles into the ness that is her bed,
then starts agaln, dials.

RUTHI E
Matt, come on, pick up, it's nme and
| "' mrunning out of...
The phone goes dead.

RUTHI E
... phone m nutes.

She scranbl es around to find another phone card.
DI SSOLVE TO
I NT. KINKIRK KI TCHEN - DAY 17

Kevi n | ooks at Jane.

KEVI N

Way did you marry hinf
JANE

Why does anyone marry anyone?
KEVI N

Ch, | don't know, because they're

in love and want to be with the
ot her person for the rest of their
l'ives?

She sm | es.

JANE
That's insane. No one gets married
for that any nore. People don't
spend their whole |ives together.
Peopl e change. Thi ngs change. |
changed.

KEVI N
How | ong have you been marri ed?

She | ooks at her watch.

JANE
About ... Three weeks.
KEVI N
You changed in three weeks?
JANE
It happens. | thought | |iked him

| don't.

( CONTI NUED)
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KEVI N
Li ke?
JANE
Ckay, | like him but I can't be
with this guy for the rest of ny
life. I married Jack because | had
no place to go, no job, no noney.
KEVI N
And you cared nothing at all about
hi n?
JANE
Not exactly. | cared, for a tinme, a

short tine.

KEVI N
Where does he work? He's not a drug
deal er or sonething is he?

She | aughs.

JANE

No.
KEVI N

So what does he do for a living?
JANE

He's in the Arny.

Kevi n shakes hi s head.

KEVI N
The Arny? Ch, now |'magetting it.
You narried himfor the benefits.

JANE
Lots of wonen are doing it.
KEVI N
That doesn't make it right.
JANE
| know. So |I'm not taking anything,
anything at all. | just want out.
KEVI N
So how upset is he?
JANE

Pretty upset.

( CONTI NUED)
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KEVI N
Call him Tell himto cone over.
Let's get this straightened out.
She | ooks at him

JANE
|"mnot going to call him

KEVI N
Yeah, you are going to call him

She | ooks at him rolls her eyes.

JANE
If I can hide out just a couple
nmore weeks, he'll be leaving to go
to the Mddl e East.

KEVI N

You're not going to let this guy go
off to serve our country wthout
resolving this, are you?

JANE
He'll forget all about it once he
gets there.

KEVI N
Maybe, or maybe it's all he'll think
about. No, you're calling him

JANE
|"mnot calling him

Kevin | ooks at her, she's kidding right? She thinks she can
W n this argunent?

| NT. SANDY' S APARTMENT - DAY 18
MARTI N and Sandy are | ooking at each other.

MARTI N
So what made you change your m nd?

SANDY
| don't know, | just did.

MARTI N
That's great.

SANDY
ls it?

Hi s phone RINGS. He | ooks at it.

( CONTI NUED)
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He answers.

| NTERCUT:
| NT. RUTHI
Ruthie is

She | ooks

He | aughs.

18
MARTI N
It's Ruthie.
MARTI N
Hel | 0?
E'S DORM ROOM - NI GHT 19

on the phone.

RUTHI E
Martin, hi, how are you? Have you
seen ny parents lately, either of

t hent?
MARTI N

H . Are you in Scotland?
RUTHI E

Yeah, but | don't know for how | ong.
So have you, have you seen them
t oget her ?

MARTI N
VWhat tine is it there?

at her watch.

RUTHI E
About nine. So have you? Have you
seen then? Have you been over at
our house | ately?

MARTI N
No, |'ve been kind of busy with
school and Sandy and Aaron and
everything. I'mat Sandy's right
now.

RUTHI E
Ch. Well, maybe she's seen them
Ask her... No, they'd tell you before
they'd tell her. Do you know if
they're getting a divorce? My nom
and dad?

MARTI N
A divorce? Your parents?

( CONTI NUED)
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Sandy gasps.

He reacts,

SANDY
No way.

MARTI N
Well, your dad has been acting kind
of strange.

RUTHI E
Strange in what way?

MARTI N
| don't know, he just seens |ike he
has sonething on his mnd. He doesn't
seemto be |istening.

RUTHI E
| think they're on their way here
totell ne that they're getting
di vorced and they want ne to cone

hone.
MARTI N
Ch man, | hope not.
RUTHI E
Yeah, | hope not, too. | love it
her e.
t hen:
MARTI N

| know Lucy said that she had to go
back hone and face sonet hing,
sonet hi ng goi ng on with your dad,
but I didn't think it was that...

SANDY
No, it can't be.
RUTHI E
Alright, well, maybe one of ny
brothers or sisters will call ne
back.
MARTI N
Did you talk to talk to Lucy?
RUTHI E

|"'mnot talking to her right now.
kay, | have to go. Tell Sandy I
said hello. And tell her | have a
boyfriend. Bye.

( CONTI NUED)
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She hangs up. Martin | ooks at Sandy.

MARTI N

You think the Candens...? Nah.
SANDY

| don't know, | hope not. I'IlIl call

Lucy. W were going to call her
anyway, right?

MARTI N
| don't know if you should do that
or not. | nmean, If her parents are

getting divorced, she's probably
not going to want to marry us right
now.

SANDY
| was hoping that she woul d.

MARTI N
Me too.

They | ook at each other and then awkwardly Kkiss,
peck. He sm |l es.

MARTI N
Ruthie said to tell you she has a
boyfri end.
She sm | es.
SANDY

She' s al ways going to have a crush
on you, but | can live with that.

He sm | es.

MARTI N
So when should we... get nmarried?

SANDY
| don't know. As soon as possi bl e,
| guess.

MARTI N
|'d really like to have ny best
friend, this guy from high school,
Mac, |I'd like to have himas ny
best man.

SANDY
| thought maybe we should invite
our dads to be the w tnesses.
Shoul dn't we invite our dads?

30.

just alittle
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MARTI N
| don't know, if we invite our dads,
then | feel like we have to invite

t he Candens, and it seens like a

bad tinme to invite themto a wedding
even if they're just going through
sonme problens or sonething. And

t hen who knows, maybe Sinmon woul d
want to conme, and then maybe you'd

change your mnd, and well, let's
just make it us, and then you invite
afriend and I'Il invite a friend.
SANDY
Ckay.
MARTI N
But not Daniel.
SANDY
No. Definitely not.
MARTI N
Ckay, so... next weekend.
SANDY
Ckay.
MARTI N
Al right.

And then they | ook at each other. And right here and now
they should call it off, but they' re not going to.

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
EXT. KINKIRK HOUSE - ESTABLI SHI NG - NI GHT
I NT. KINKIRK KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Lucy enters. Jane rushes to the door.

JANE
Thank God you're hone.
LUCY
Yeah, | had a hair appointnent.
T BONE
Ni ce.
LUCY
Thank you.
T BONE
Well, | think it |ooks nore than
nice, it |ooks beautiful.

LUCY
Thank you. And look, I'"'msorry if |
was rude to you today.

T BONE
No, not at all, if anything, it was
rude of nme to cone to your office
wi t hout giving you proper notice.

Kevi n enters.

KEVI N
In case you haven't figured it out
yet, they want sonet hing.

JANE
Can we stay here? Pl ease.

Mar gar et nods.

T BONE
Tel |l her.

LUCY
Tell me what?

KEVI N

Jane's married, they're hiding from
her husband.

( CONTI NUED)
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The t hree

33.

21
LUCY
You're married?
T BONE
Can you believe that?
MARGARET
Sur pri se.
KEVI N
G away, | want to talk to ny wfe.

down the hall.

T BONE
Don't worry. Take your tinme. |l
keep an eye on them

exit. Kevin |ooks at Lucy.

KEVI N
Savannah fell asleep early and so
did the boys. They're sl eeping on
the floor in the nursery so Jane
and Margaret can canp out in the
guest room and T Bone can sl eep on
t he couch. O we can send them
packi ng and |l et them go back to the
garage apartnent and your parents
house, up to you. | don't think
this guy is any real threat.

LUCY
VWho is she married to?

KEVI N
A soldier. A private in the Arny.
She married himfor the benefits
but then she took a | ook at the
housi ng situation and decided it's
not for her.

LUCY
Did she know this guy?
KEVI N
Met himat a bar.
LUCY
Were they drunk when they got

marri ed?

( CONTI NUED)
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KEVI N
OCh, |1'd say sone partyi ng was
definitely involved, he just finished
basi c.
(then)
Your hair | ooks nice.
LUCY
(sml es)
Thanks.
KEVI N LUCY
|'"'msorry about -- |'"'msorry about --
(then)
Thi s nor ni ng. Thi s nor ni ng.

Then they wal k to each other and hug.

KEVI N LUCY

It's not your fault. It's not your fault.

They break.

LUCY
No, it is nmy fault. I've been hiding
behi nd Teen Lucy, afraid to cone
out and be an adult, and you're
right, we're going to have to be

adults. We are adults. I'man adult.
|"ve got a husband and a daughter
and a famly and work, | have real

work to do, and | really don't like
it when | run away from
responsi bility.

KEVI N
You' re not running away from
responsi bility, you're running away
frombeing hurt. | know how nuch
you' ve been hurt this year, and |
really hate seeing you hurt nore.

She sits down at the table.

LUCY
| think I"monly beginning to realize
what ny dad's been doing all these

years.
( MORE)
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LUCY ( CONT' D)
| nean today, we've got three
teenagers in the house that we don't
know who all need help and at the
same time, |I've got nmy sister Ruthie
calling from Scotl and cl ai m ng that
Dad and Mom are ruining her life
and blam ng ne for not being able
to do anything about it, and then
|"ve got our friend Sandy calling
to say that she has to get out of a
relationship with this guy, Dani el
because she can't stand him and
t hat doesn't seem|like much of a
real problemto ne, but it's such a
big problemto her that | have to
make it inportant. And this is what
nmy dad has been doing for thirty
years, balancing famly and friends
and strangers, and all the while,
quietly, relentlessly inspiring
everyone to just do the right thing.
And 1sn't that what |I' m supposed to
be doi ng, novi ng people toward good?
Cetting people to do the right thing?

Kevi n | ooks at her.

LUCY
I s he dying, Kevin?

Kevi n takes her hand.

KEVI N
He's got an enlarged heart, and
it's a dangerous condition that the
doctors can't do anythi ng about.

Lucy takes a deep breath.

LUCY
So he can't just live with an
enl arged heart?

KEVI N
You can, but it seens that his
condition is pretty extrene. They
don't know what really caused it,
sonetinmes it just happens, sonetines
when peopl e have had ot her heart
surgeries. And in this case, it
seens that it just got really
dangerous in a short period of tine.

( CONTI NUED)
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LUCY

How nuch tinme are they saying he

has?
KEVI N

Six nmonths to a year, but they don't

know.
LUCY

Yeah, they don't know.
A phone RINGS. Kevin takes out his cell phone, |ooks at it.

KEVI N
It's Matt.

LUCY
Mat t ?

The kitchen phone RINGS. Lucy crosses to get it. It stops
ringing. All the while, Kevin is listening to Matt, | ooking
concerned. Lucy's phone RINGS, she takes out her phone.

LUCY
It's Mary.

She answers.

LUCY
Mary?

She listens. It's not good. T Bone enters with a phone.

T BONE
Hey, it's your brother Sinon.

Lucy takes the phone fromhim He exits.

LUCY
Sinmon, I'mon the other line with
Mary. Are you okay? Wat?
KEVI N
Hold on, | don't know where you got
that, but...
KEVI N LUCY
(into three different
phones)

They're not getting a divorce.
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LUCY
(into the home phone)
| have another call, maybe it's
Ruthie, 1'1l call you right back,
prom se. And no one's getting a
di vor ce.

She hangs up the cell phone, clicks over to the other phone.

LUCY
Rut hi e?
| NTERCUT:
| NT. HOTEL ROOM - NI GHT 22
ERIC is on the phone.
ERI C
No, it's ne. How are you?
LUCY
Dad? Are you in Scotland?
ERI C

We're in New York. The flight doesn't
| eave for another hour. W just

took the afternoon and went to
Central Park and had a picnic, it

was great. | just wanted to cal
you and say hell o, say goodnight to
t he boys.
LUCY
(to Kevin)

It's Dad. He wants to say goodni ght
to Sam and Davi d.

Kevin exits.

LUCY
Dad. . .

ERI C
Yeah?

LUCY
| know, Dad.

He doesn't say anything.
LUCY

And you know what? Doctors don't
know ever yt hi ng.
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He kind of |aughs through his tears.

ERI C
Yeah, that's just what your nother
sai d.

LUCY

And I'"msorry that you' re going
t hrough this, but you' re not al one.

W | ove you. W all |ove you, and
we're here for you. |'mhere for
you. I'mall grown up now. |I'm an
adult. I'mstronger than you know.
| can do whatever you need ne to
do.

ERI C
Thanks, Lucy.

LUCY

Oh. Speaki ng of which, you may need
me to call Ruthie. She sonmehow got
the idea that you and Mom are com ng
over there to give her sone bad

news and the bad news is you're
getting divorced. She's called
everyone in the famly.

ERI C
A di vorce? Us?

LUCY
"1l try to reach her before you
guys get there.

ERI C
O, maybe we should |l et her think
that for now The cat is on the
roof theory.

LUCY
| beg your pardon?

ERI C
It's an old joke. A guy calls hone
from vacation and his brother answers
and says, "Hey, your cat died." And
t he brother says, "Well, you can't
just tell me something horrible
like that, you have to break it to
me gently.

( MORE)
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ERI C ( CONT' D)
You have to say sonething |like the
cat was on the roof, and it was
chasing a bird, and it slipped and
fell, but you took it to the vet,
and the next tinme | call you say
the vet says sorry but it doesn't
| ook good for the cat and the next
time | call you say the cat died
peacefully inits sleep.” And the
br ot her says, "Okay, sorry, | get
it." And the other brother on
vacation says, "So how s G andma?"
And his brother says, "She's on the
roof chasing a bird."

Lucy | aughs through her tears.

LUCY
Dad.

ERI C
Luce, everything is going to be
fine, no matter what happens.

LUCY
| believe that.

ERI C
Good. And you get that |'mnot just
telling you an old joke.

LUCY
Yeah, | get it. I'mnot going to
blurt out anything to anyone, 1"l
help you tell themin whatever way
you want to tell them But | hope
you're not going to fly around the
wor | d maki ng phone calls from

airports. | want to be with you,
| ean on nme Dad, okay? I'Il be there
for you.

Eric W pes away his tears. She turns. There's Kevin with the
oys.

LUCY
(cheerfully)
Want to say goodnight to the boys?

ERI C
Yeah, | do.

She hands the phone to them She and Kevin wal k down the
hall a bit.
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KEVI N
How i s he?

She | ooks at him

LUCY
He's on the roof. But he's not going
anywhere if | can help it.

Kevin reacts. She keeps wal ki ng.

FADE QUT.

END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FI VE
FADE | N:
EXT. KINKIRK HOUSE - ESTABLI SHI NG - NI GHT

I NT. KEVIN' S AND LUCY' S ROOM - N GHT/ RUTHI E' S DORM ROOM -
NI GHT

Lucy is on the phone with Ruthie.

LUCY
So technically, the senester is
over and you're just hangi ng out
having a good tine?

RUTHI E
Hey, this exchange programis
conpetitive. This is like a
university. |'ve been working really
hard. | deserve a break.

LUCY
Yeah, you sound |like you need a
break. And why not take a break
here in denoak with your famly?
You were going to have to cone hone
soneti me anyway.

RUTHI E
Yeah, but | wanted a few weeks to
travel around, maybe go to Paris.

LUCY
Paris? Are you back with the French
guy?

RUTHI E

No, we're just friends. That doesn't
mean | can't go to Paris.

LUCY
Just wondering. Wiere were you goi ng
to get the noney to go to Paris?

RUTHI E
| don't need that nuch noney. | was
going to use ny living expenses.
LUCY

The noney Mom and Dad are sending
you to live on while you're in
cl asses at school ?
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RUTHI E
| "' m not asking for any nore noney
than they' d be sendi ng ne anyway.
LUCY
Rut hi e, when Mom and Dad find out
you didn't tell themthe senester
Is already over, they're not going
to be too happy wth you.
RUTHI E
Well, they wouldn't have found out
if you had stopped them from com ng
over here.
LUCY
So if or when you get caught |vying,
it's ny fault?
RUTHI E
No, but it's not ny fault. And you
lie, too. You know why they're com ng
over here, and you didn't tell nme
so | junped to the wong concl usion.
What made them junp on a plane and
conme over here?
LUCY
| don't know what nade them junp on
a plane and cone over there. | was
surprised by that, too, but |I know
Dad hasn't been hinself lately, and
he hasn't been feeling well.
RUTHI E
Sounds like he's hinself to ne.
LUCY
Rut hi e, come on, give the man a
br eak.
RUTHI E
VWat? He's a control freak, he can't
stand it that |I'mout of his reach
for a few nonths.
Lucy si ghs.
I NT. KINKIRK LI'VING ROOM - NI GHT 25

From T Bone's P.O V. as he tiptoes past the |iving room
Kevin is sitting in a chair wth his arns fol ded. Jane is
talking to a good | ooking MAN I N UNI FORM
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JANE
It wouldn't be fair to you, for ne
to be married to you but not really
married to you, just to get the
benefits. It was a stupid and sel fish
thing to do and you deserve better,
you deserve a | ot better..

KEVI N
Goodni ght, T Bone.

He noves on.
| NT. GUEST ROOM - NI GHT 26

T Bone enters. Margaret is on an air mattress. The dogs are
on the bed, all three of them SAMSON, DELILAH and HAPPY.

T BONE
Wbul dn't you be nore confortable on
t he bed?

She | ooks at him nods her head yes. He takes another | ook.

T BONE
"1l tell Kevin.

MARGARET
Thanks.

T BONE

Here's your ice cream
She takes it.

MARGARET
Thanks.

T BONE
You don't have a husband, do you?

She just | ooks at him shakes her head no.

T BONE
Soneday you wl|l.

MARGARET
No t hanks.

T BONE
Man, when you start tal king, | have
a feeling that a lot is going to
conme out.
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MARGARET
| don't really have much to say.

T BONE
| bet. It's always the quiet ones
who have the really big secrets.
Come on, just tell me one big secret.
One.

MARGARET
Ckay. But you can't tell anyone.

He's interested.

She nods.

He waits.

T BONE
kay, who's it a secret about?
MARGARET
You.
T BONE
Me?
T BONE
You know sonet hi ng about ne that |
don't know?
MARGARET
Yeah.
MARGARET

| wouldn't tell you, but | think
it's so unfair.

T BONE
Unfair how?
MARGARET
Jane cal | ed your nother?
T BONE
What ?
MARGARET
Yeah, | think she's comng to see
you.

T Bone reacts.
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27 INT. KEVIN' S AND LUCY' S ROOM - NI GHT/I NT. RUTH E'S DORM ROOM - 27

NI GHT
Lucy and Ruthie are still on the phone.
RUTHI E
So is he sick or not?
LUCY

| think he wants to get everyone
together and tell us what's going

on. That's probably why he wants

you hone, so maybe you can j ust

give the guy a break and be happy

to see him And Mom It's a |ong

way to travel for both of them and
conpl etely unnecessary since you're
technically not in classes and should
be here anyway.

RUTHI E
Yeah, alright, | can be happy to
see them but if he needs heart
surgery or sonething, it's not like
| can do anything for himif |I'm
t here.

LUCY
You can do sonet hing, just being
here, that's doi ng sonething.

RUTHI E
He doesn't need ne there, and |
don't want to just sit around
wat ching himbe sick. He'll be fine.
He's had heart surgery before.

LUCY
That's... that's incredibly selfish,
don't you think?

RUTHI E
It's incredibly selfish of himto
make me come honme. And | think once
he gets here and sees how great it
is, he'll agree with ne.

Lucy shakes her head.

LUCY
Once you see him and renenber who
he is and what he's done for you,
maybe you'll be nore inclined to
conme back here for a while where we
m ss you and need you.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

Lucy j ust

46.
27
RUTHI E

Hey, don't try to make ne feel
gurlty. It's not going to work.

LUCY
Who are you?

RUTHI E
| told you. I'mnot the preacher's
kid any nore. I"'mne. I'mRuthie

Canden.
shakes her head.
FADE QOUT.
TO BE CONTI NUED
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