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SEVENTH HEAVEN

"You Don't Know What You've Got 'Till He's Gone"
PROLOGUE
FADE | N:
DAY ONE
EXT. CAMDEN HOUSE - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY
| NT. UPSTAI RS HALLWAY - DAY

RUTHI E i s com ng down the stairs when T BONE approaches,
smling.

T BONE
H . | |ooked for you at school today.
She rolls her eyes.
T BONE
How d it go?
RUTHI E
| hated it. | can't believe I'm

back there and right in the mddle
of the year.

T BONE
Yeah, guess it's a little tough
starting after everyone else. At
| east you got to start with a half
day, teacher work day.

RUTHI E
Yeah, what a crock. Al | did was
regi ster. You know, the bureaucracy
in Arerican schools is absurd, the
whol e thing is such a waste of ny
time. In Scotland, we |earned
geogr aphy and soci ol ogy by neeting
peopl e and actually traveling, we
| earned history by going to castles,
even by hangi ng out in pubs, we
| earned accounting by living on our
own and managi ng our own noney. And
phi | osophy, | had a phil osophy cl ass.
They don't even offer phil osophy at
our stupid school.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:

She | ooks

He reacts.

T BONE
| have an interest in philosophy
myself. | just read on ny own. A

little of Nietzsche, a little of
Ki er kegaar d.

at him

RUTHI E
Yeah, |I'm sure you understand both
of those guys readi ng on your own.

T BONE
| do okay.

RUTHI E
Don't kid yourself. You can't get a
real education at our high school.

T BONE
Uh, yes you can, if you want.

RUTHI E
No you can't.

T BONE
Then why don't you join the tw ns
and do a home school i ng progranf

She | aughs.

He sm | es.

RUTHI E
Yeah, like ny nom and dad know
anyt hi ng.

T BONE

Oh, | think they know plenty.

RUTHI E
They're very limted by their life
experiences, believe ne. They've
never spent any tinme out of the
country at all.

T BONE
Not |ike you, | nean, you were away
the entire six nonths.

( CONTI NUED)
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She | ooks

RUTHI E
(not getting his hint of
sarcasm
Yeah, it was really an eye opener.
T BONE

But your parents are both really
smart people, and they read, and
they have friends fromevery wal k

of life.
RUTHI E
What does that have to do with
anyt hi ng?
T BONE
Vell. | nmean, what difference does

it make if you neet people from al
over the world in Scotland or you
nmeet themhere in the little hanl et
of d enoak?

RUTHI E
Are you kidding? There's no culture
her e.
T BONE
There's plenty of culture here, if
you... get outside your own head.
RUTHI E
Excuse nme?
T BONE
You canme back fromsix nonths in
Scotland quite the... self-centered,
" m better than everyone else, |I'm

smarter than everyone else, pain in
the neck, didn't you?

at him
RUTHI E

You can't talk to nme like that.
T BONE

Sure | can. | just did. And, |'m

not finished. You better w se up.
Your dad is seriously ill.

RUTHI E
Yeah, ny dad, not your dad, ny dad.
And it's not your famly. And it's
none of your business.

( MORE)
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RUTHI E ( CONT' D)
And just for your information, |I'm
home now, and | have sone say in
who's in our house.

T BONE
VWat is that, a threat?

RUTHI E
Maybe. What are you going to do
about it if it is?

T BONE
"1l tell you what |1'm going to do
about it.

He | ooks at her. She | ooks at him He grabs her and ki sses
her. Then he quickly nods and wal ks away toward his room
trying to be cool but with a | ook of "yikes" on his face.
She's in a state of shock. Then she hears G GA.I NG Then she
sees SAM and DAVI D.

SAM DAVI D
Ruthie and T Bone sitting in a tree
k-i-s-s-i-n-g.
She reacts, runs back upstairs.
FADE QOUT.

END OF PROLOGUE




ACT ONE
FADE | N:
I NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY

For once, the SNIPES, the CREDI TS, everything rolls over the
foll owi ng dial ogue... Light reflects md-afternoon to early
evening as we reach the |ast session.

ERICis sitting in his office in a counseling session with
an ordi nary wonan, BETSEY.

BETSEY
| don't know, it's just that |I'm
the one who isn't married and doesn't
have any children, and of course
Aunt Pearl is going to ask nme in
front of everyone, "Where's your
boyfriend?" "Wiy aren't you married
yet?" "Don't you want to have

chi l dren?"
ERI C
kay, let ne stop you right there.
BETSEY
Oh. I'msorry. | know my probl ens
must seem pretty trivial to you
right now when... Well... | know

that you're...

ERI C
Well, the clock is ticking for
everyone, isn't it, Betsey? This
year, why don't you just sit down
next to Aunt Pearl and tell her the
truth? Tell her you care nore about
your job than having a relationship
and that you don't feel |ike making
any effort to neet a guy.

She reacts.

BETSEY
| make an effort.

ERI C
No you don't. So maybe you'll neet
a guy, maybe you won't. But if it
depends on meking an effort, well,
you won't.

Bet sey reacts, that's kind of harsh

( CONTI NUED)
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ERI C
It's like every tinme you sense a
guy is interested, you're so afraid
of him that you run the other way.
Are you scared or just... Lazy?

Now she starts gathering her things.

CUT TO
| NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY
A big man, PHI L, sits across fromEric.
ERI C
Then stop eating so nmuch and exercise
nor e.
Phil reacts.
ERI C
No kidding, Phil, that's really al
there is to it, that and you m ght
consi der why you eat so nuch. You
eat so much because your wife
hum | i ates you, and you feel
power | ess, and she nags you to diet
SO0 you get back at her by eating.
Break the cycle. Get up tonorrow
nmorni ng and start wal king. Get on
any diet programor just keep a
food journal, count your calories,
set alimt. Eat |less, nobve nore.
It's not that conplicated.
Phil | ooks at him
PHI L
My wife doesn't humliate ne.
Eric considers.
ERI C
Yeah, | think she does.
Phi |l reacts.
CUT TO

I NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY

A worman, fortyish, LINDSAY, sits across fromEric.

( CONTI NUED)
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ERI C
Li ndsay, your brother hasn't spoken
to you for three years because, in
his words, you were a jerk, and |I'm
sure he thinks you're still a jerk
because all the man wants is an
apol ogy. Just apologize to him You
know you were wong, and even if
you weren't, better to apol ogize
t han never see your brother again,
because | know you, you | ove your
brot her, otherw se you woul dn't
have been tal king about this for
three years.

LI NDSAY
But | think we were both wong. He
owes nme an apol ogy, too.

ERI C
Wong again. You told his fiancée
that he was in love with his ex-
wife and then his fiancée left him

LI NDSAY
VWll, he was in love with his ex-
wi fe.

ERI C

Just apol ogi ze.

Li ndsay reacts.

CUT TGO

I NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY

A man in his thirties, LARRY, sits across fromEric.

ERI C
| don't care how nuch your children
want a whateveritis, children have
to understand that they can't have
everything they want -- even if
Santa can figure out a way to pay
for it over the next twelve nonths.
If after paying for food, clothing
and shelter, and putting a set anount
of noney into savings to reach your
financial goals, if you can then
pay cash for it, then buy it and
enjoy it with the children. Sinple
as that. But if you don't buy it,
the children will still |ove you.
Maybe even nore.

( CONTI NUED)
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Larry reacts.

ERI C
| swear. And | don't do that very
of ten.

Larry reacts.
CUT TGO

| NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY
Eric | ooks at a woman, NELL.

ERI C
Nell, if no one ever buys you
anyt hing you want, then buy yourself
sonmet hing you want. O, but this is
harder, share nore of your life
with those you | ove so they know
you better and know sonet hi ng you
m ght really want, or bonus, the
feelings you share with each other
will take the place of any present
and relieve your need to receive
the perfect gift. Love is the perfect
gift. But you have to give love to
get | ove.

She rolls her eyes.

NELL
You know, if you weren't...
never m nd.

Pi cks up her nock designer bag and exits.

CUT TGO
I NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY

Eric | ooks at an old woman, JOYCE

ERI C
How | ong are you going to conplain
about not getting the doll for
Chri stmas? About not getting as
much as your brothers got when you
were all children? God knows, your
not her only sent the boys to the
country during the Depression so
they could eat, she wasn't favoring
them she was doi ng what she had to

do.
( MORE)
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CONTI NUED:

ERI C ( CONT' D)
She probably was afraid to send you
to the country. She probably figured
t he boys were tougher, | don't know.
But what | do know is you' ve m ssed
enj oyi ng, what seventy Chri stnases
at this point?

Joyce reacts.

CUT TO
| NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY

Eric watches a couple, DEAN and ANDI E, Andie clearly not
happy, go out the door. He calls after them

ERI C
Dean's not ready, that's all |I'm
sayi ng, he's not ready!

And as they wal k out, Eric smles, ah, his work is done and
he begi ns packing up his briefcase, when LUCY enters, sees
Hin1 | ooks at him he | ooks at her, opens his arnms, hugs
er.

ERI C
Good to see you. | love you, Lucy.
LUCY
Dad, that's so nice. | |ove you
t 0o.
They break.
ERI C

VWat are you doi ng here? Your nom s
cooking dinner for all of us and
she shoul d be putting it on the
table in...

(checks his watch)
Fifteen m nutes.

LUCY
| know. Kevin and | are taking off
for a couple of days.
He | ooks at her.

ERI C
Oh?

She sm | es.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

ERI C
Second honeynoon?

She snil es.
LUCY

Yeah. W're going up to San
Franci sco. Just for two days.

He smil es.
ERI C
Savannah staying with us?
LUCY
Yes, but Jane and Margaret are
avai lable to help with her, they
i ke her and she |likes them
especially Margaret.
Eric nods.
LUCY
So. | just wanted to stop by and

say goodbye before we | eave. Kevin's
walting for me in the parking | ot.

He | ooks at her.

ERI C
CGet any phone calls lately?
LUCY
Phone cal | s?
ERI C
Any conpl ai nt s?
LUCY
Ch, you nean about the counseling
sessi ons?
He nods.
LUCY

| got a couple of phone calls. Not
so nmuch as conplaints. Just...
Concer ned phone calls.

ERI C
What are people so concerned about?

LUCY
It's just that...

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)

ERI C
People don't really want nme to tel
them what's wong with them they
just want nme to fix them w thout
really doing any of the work
t henmsel ves. |'m focusing in on seven
people. |1've got seven chronic
conpl ai ners who want fi xi ng bad.

She thinks about it, nods yes.

LUCY
Isn't that what they all want? To
be fixed w thout doing any of the
wor k t hensel ves?

ERI C
Pretty much, yeah

Lucy | ooks at him

LUCY
But there's no reason that you have
to be in a hurry to help them do
you? No one has to fix things right
away, do they?

ERI C
No. Just a gut feeling that the
time is now.

He | ooks at her.

ERI C
You cane by to see ne before you
left just in case anything happens
to me?

She | ooks at him

ERI C
|"mfine, Luce, right now I'mjust
fine. And you should go have a
wonderful time in San Franci sco
wi th your husband.

LUCY
kay, Dad. But if you need ne, cal
ne.

ERI C
Prom se.

( CONTI NUED)
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And as he grabs his jacket, he notions for her to exit,
foll ows her out.

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT ONE




10
11

FADE | N:

ACT TWO

EXT. CAMDEN HOUSE - ESTABLI SHI NG - N GHT
I NT. KITCHEN - N GHT

Rut hie is | oading the di shwasher as T Bone rinses off the

di shes.

T BONE
Your dad |l ooks a little tired
toni ght, doesn't he?

Rut hi e doesn't | ook at him

She | ooks

RUTHI E
He's fine, he |looks fine, he's just
ol d, everyone shoul d | eave hi m al one
and quit tal king about him And to

him | don't know why everyone has
totalk to him

T BONE
He's not that ol d.

RUTHI E

Most of my friends in Scotland have
parents in their thirties, Dad's in
his fifties.

T BONE
Only in his fifties. Do you have
any idea how | ucky you are to have
two parents?

RUTHI E
Yes. And | don't need you to tel
me. Wiere's your nother by the way?

T BONE
Vegas. She pretty much abandoned ne
so |I'mdeclaring nyself an adult.

at him
RUTHI E

You' re what ?
T BONE

It's called emanci pati on.
RUTHI E

Does ny dad know?

13.
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14.
11 CONTI NUED: 11

T BONE
He knows. He's hel pi ng ne.

She snil es.

RUTHI E
You think he's hel ping you. He's
probably got your nother in sone
kind of program and she'll show up
at Christmas to take you hone.

He | ooks at her.

T BONE
| don't think so.

RUTHI E
Yeah, well, | think | know hima
little better than you do.

T BONE

Ri ght. Because he's your father.
And you know hi mas your father,
whereas | sinply know himas a man,
a mnister and a human bei ng.
Therefore, | trust himto tell ne
the truth when he advises ne to
decl are ny i ndependence.

RUTHI E

What ever .
T BONE

| can do this by nyself.
RUTHI E

Mom asked both of us to do it.
T BONE

And since when do you do what your
parents tell you to do?

They stare at each other. JANE and MARGARET enter, one of
t hem carryi ng SAVANNAH. Jane and Margaret watch them

JANE
Tol d you.
Mar garet smles.
T BONE
Tol d her what?
JANE

You two |i ke each ot her.

( CONTI NUED)
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11  CONTI NUED: (2) 11

RUTHI E

We do not |ike each other.
JANE

| think you do. Seriously |ike.
MARGARET

Seri ous.
T BONE

We don't |ike each other.
Mar garet | ooks at Jane.

MARGARET
They do.

ANNI E ent ers.

ANNI E
Who does what ?

Rut hi e gives Jane the evil eye.

ANNI E
Are you two having a probl enf

JANE
|"'mnot having a problemw th Ruthie.
Rut hi e, do you have a problemwth
me?

RUTHI E
No.

ANNI E
Wth Margaret? You' re not having a
problemw th Margaret, are you?

MARGARET
No.

Mar garet | ooks at Ruthie.

RUTHI E
No, |I'mnot having a problemwth
Mar gar et .

ANNI E

That only | eaves T Bone. And | know
you're not having a problemwith T
Bone.

Jane and Margaret smile. Annie reacts.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANNI E
VWat's the probl enf?

Rut hi e says nothing. T Bone shrugs.

ANNI E
VWhatever it is, you two take care
of it. Your father is up to here
with problens this tinme of year
and he doesn't need any nore
probl ens. So you two settle this
ri ght now.

And she starts to | eave, she | ooks at Jane and Margaret.

ANNI E
See you tonorrow. Goodni ght.

Anni e exits. Margaret hands the baby to Ruthie.

MARGARET
Goodni ght .

She | ooks at Jane. Jane doesn't nove. Ruthie | ooks at them
then Ruthie takes the baby upstairs. Jane and Margaret wait
for her to go then Jane |eans in.

JANE
VWhat happened?
T BONE
Not hi ng, not hi ng happened.
JANE
Li ar.
T BONE

No, |I'm not |vying.

JANE
You ki ssed her.

He reacts.

T BONE
How di d you know t hat ?

MARGARET
She didn't.

T Bone reacts.



17.

| NT. UPSTAI RS HALLWAY - NI GHT 12

Eric and Annie are standing in the hallway when Ruthie and
Savannah come up the stairs.

ERI C
Hi .

ANNI E
Hi .

RUTHI E
Hi .

ANNI E

What's going on with you and T Bone?
The two of you avoi ded each ot her
all during dinner.

ERI C
So go back downstairs and straighten
things out |ike your nother asked
you to do. That kid has been through
areally hard tinme and he's a really
ni ce guy.

Rut hi e | ooks at them

RUTHI E
|"mnot having a problemwth T
Bone. | don't know where you got

t hat .

Thelboys appear in their doorway. Ruthie |ooks at them They
sm | e.

RUTHI E
But 1'll talk to him

She | eaves Savannah with them and exits. Eric and Anni e | ook
at each other, ook at the tw ns.

ANNI E
Hi , boys.

ERI C
You think Ruthie is having a problem
with T Bone?
They shake their heads no.

ERI C
Real | y?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 12

ANNI E
They' re not fighting?

They sm | e, shake their heads no.

DAVI D
No.
SAM
They're not fighting.
DAVI D

They're in | ove.
Eric and Anni e react.
| NT. KITCHEN - N GHT 13

Rut hie enters. Jane and Margaret are still there. So is T
Bone.

RUTHI E
| need to talk to him

JANE
Go ahead.

MARGARET
Bye.

She grabs Jane's armand pulls her toward the door.

JANE
So is he a good kisser?

And they go out the door. Ruthie |ooks at him

RUTHI E
Thanks a | ot.

T BONE
They guessed.

RUTHI E
Ri ght. Like you don't talk too nuch.
And by the way, it was an accident.

T BONE

It wasn't an acci dent.
RUTHI E

Yeah, it was. | nmeant to slap you.
T BONE

You neant to slap ne, | see.

( CONTI NUED)
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RUTHI E
You're like a brother, you're |iving
in ny house.

T BONE
| would be like a brother if you
had been living in your house. But
you haven't been living in your
house so I'mnot |ike your brother.

RUTHI E
You are way too young for ne.
T BONE
We're the sane age.
RUTHI E
Seriously, you're too immature for
ne.
T BONE
s that right?
RUTHI E

Everyone knows guys are not as mature
as girls at this age.

T BONE
|'"ve heard that. But I'"ma guy who's
been living al one and taking care
of nyself by nyself for a long tine
so that has matured nme way beyond
my years, and your years as well. |
may only be seventeen, but make no

m st ake about it, |I'ma nan.
RUTHI E
(scoffs)

You' re not a nman.
T Bone reacts.
| NTERCUT:
| NT. STAI RAELL - NI GHT 14

Annie and Eric are listening with anused interest. Annie
tries to nove down the stairs, Eric pulls her back.

ERI C
Ssssh.

They listen again. In the kitchen, T Bone |ooks at Ruthie.

T BONE
Wuld | dothisif | weren't a nman?

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 14
And he ki sses her again. On the stairwell, Eric and Annie
react.

RUTHI E

Wuld |l dothisif | weren't a wonan?

And she ki sses him

T BONE
| never said you weren't a woman.

And they kiss again. Annie and Eric just can't believe it.
RUTHI E
Alright, so we're not having any
probl ens.
Eric and Annie hurry back up the stairs.
T BONE
No, we certainly don't appear to be
havi ng any probl ens.

RUTHI E
Fi ne.

T BONE
Fi ne.

And she heads back up the stairs.
| NT. UPSTAI RS HALLWAY - NI GHT 15

Rut hi e cones up the |l anding and finds Eric and Annie
positioned right where they were before. She | ooks at them

RUTHI E
W tal ked.

ANNI E
Good, I'mglad you did.

ERI C
Me, too.

And Eric and Annie watch as Ruthie heads for the stairs.

RUTHI E
"1l be going to bed now.

ANNI E
Goodni ght .

ERI C
Goodni ght .

( CONTI NUED)
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ERI C/ ANNI E
Love you, Ruthie.

RUTHI E
Yeah, | |ove you, too.

ERI C
And |' m happy you' re hone.

RUTHI E
Yeah, it's okay. For now. 'Night.

21.

And she smles, realizes she's smling, stops smling and

then goes up the stairs. T Bone enters, comng up the | anding.

T BONE
Vell, guess it's homework tine.
Goodni ght. Thanks agai n for daughter.

He is horrified. Freudian slip.

T BONE
D nner. Heh. Did | say "daughter"?
ERI C
| believe you did.
T BONE
D nner. Really a good dinner, Ms.
Canden.
ANNI E
Thank you, T Bone. Goodni ght.
T BONE
Goodni ght .
He wal ks down the hall and enters his room
ANNI E
Vell, it's alittle early just to
go to bed.
ERI C

Yeah, if we were just going to bed.
She | ooks at him

ANNI E
Seriously, you're too i mmature for
ne.

He smles, and they head down the hall together.

END OF ACT TWO

FADE QUT.
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ACT THREE
DAY TWO
EXT. CAMDEN HOUSE - ESTABLI SH NG - DAY
I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Eric reaches around Annie to pour sone coffee.
Ir

eto
at the kitchen table with thei books out.
DAVI D
Conme on, Dad.
SAM

Yeah, we can't wait to find out
what happens in the story.

ERI C
But what if we don't start with
English, what if there's a pop quiz

i nst ead?
SAM DAVI D

Yes!
ERI C

| didn't say what subject.
SAM

We studied | ast night. Every subject.

DAVI D
Spel l'ing. Pl ease, Dad.

Eric | ooks at Anni e.
ERI C

Is it me or were they always so
ent husi asti ¢ about school ?

ANNI E
Let nme think. Hmm It's you.
ERI C
VWhere are our two | ovebirds this
nor ni ng?
ANNI E

They left early, they're taking the
bus. You know, so they won't bother
us with driving themto school.

Eri c nods. She sm |l es.

22.

The boys are

( CONTI NUED)
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ANNI E
| knowit's not right that Ruthie
likes a guy who is living in our
house, but...

ERI C
But | think | saw her smle | ast
ni ght .

ANNI E

Yeah. Isn't it great?
They kiss. Eric | ooks around.

ERI C
Aren't we mssing a wee baby girl?

ANNI E
Jane and Margaret took her for a
wal k. And they took Sanson and
Delilah with them

Eric reacts.

ERI C
Jane and Margaret are up?

ANNI E
They are. Jane has a job interview
this norning at el even.

Eric | ooks at Anni e. She nods.

ANNI E
Receptioni st. Environnmental public
relations firm

Eric reacts.

ERI C
You found that for her?

ANNI E
She was doi ng her usual routine
about how nmuch she hates eating
meat when a custoner at the Dairy
Shack offered to have her cone in
and talk to himabout a job with
hi s conpany.

ERI C
It's a mraculous tinme of year.

( CONTI NUED)
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ANNI E
Yeah, it is. But you sent himto
the Dairy Shack, didn't you? Wnston
James? He goes to our church?

Eric reacts, who ne?
EXT. STREET - DAY 18

Jane is wal king along with the dogs, Margaret is pushing
Savannah in the stroller.

MARGARET
| really hope you get that job.

JANE
Me, too. But | hate to | eave you
all alone at the Shack.

Mar garet shrugs. A woman, EVELYN, conmes out of her house
draggi ng her redheaded toddler with her.

EVELYN
Hel l o! Merry Chri stnmas!

JANE
Uh oh.

Jane and Margaret exchange a gl ance as Evel yn approaches.

EVELYN
H . |Is that Savannah Kinkirk?

JANE
Hey, we didn't steal her, we're
hel pi ng out the Candens. Honest.

EVELYN
You're the girls living in the garage
apart nent ?

JANE
Maybe. Can we help you with
somet hi ng?

EVELYN
Oh, Reverend Canden said you were
the tal kative one, and so you --
(rmeani ng Margaret)
-- nmust be the one who |ikes
chi |l dren?

MARGARET
| do.

( CONTI NUED)
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Mar gar et
I NT. H GH SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY 19

25.
18

EVELYN
Wul d you be interested in mne?

They react.

EVELYN
No, | nean... Reverend Canden
suggested you m ght nmake a good
nanny, and I'd be willing to pay a
| ot of noney, a |lot of noney. |
don't want to put Georgina back
into daycare and | have to go back
to work, | have to, we have a famly
busi ness, and well, would you?

Mar garet answers all too quick.

MARGARET

(i n her high-pitched

squeal )
Yes!

(off the Evelyn's reaction)
| nean, yes, I'd love to, | really
would. I"mgoing to try to go back
to school, but | could take classes
at night or on weekends or online
even and in the neantine...

(1 ooks at the kid)
...we could be such great friends.
| love the park, |I love aninmals, |
| ove to read books and watch the
sanme vi deos over and over, and |
can make odd things out of Playdough,
and | love playing dress up and
braiding hair, and I know how to
make cookies fromrefrigerated cookie
dough.

Evel yn reacts.

EVELYN
Hi r ed!

reacts.

Ruthie is at her | ocker when T Bone approaches.

T BONE
So, am | supposed to act as if |
know you or not?

RUTHI E
O not.

( CONTI NUED)
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T BONE
But everyone knows | live at your
house.
RUTHI E

Yeah, okay. But you're not ny
boyfriend. W just know each ot her
fromthe house.

T BONE
Ckay. As long as that neans we can
still make out, | don't really care.
RUTHI E
We can't keep making out, mny parents
know.
T BONE
No, they don't.
RUTHI E

David and Sam saw us. If they didn't
tell themlast night, they' Il tell
themthis norning. Those two can't
keep a secret. And neither can your
buddi es Jane and Margaret. Believe
me, soneone has told themor wll
tell them And once the secret is
out, your living arrangenents are

i n jeopardy.

He consi ders.

T BONE
Maybe soneone al ready told them and
maybe they don't care.

RUTHI E
You think ny parents are so nuch
cooler than they really are.

T BONE
Maybe they're cool er than you think.

RUTHI E
Stop acting as if you know nore
about ny famly than | do.

T BONE
Maybe | do.

RUTHI E
No you don't.

( CONTI NUED)
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T BONE
| know your father is critically
il

RUTHI E
Yeah, but he's not going to die.
(off his I ook)

He's not.
T BONE
Okay. | certainly hope not. | don't
want anything to happen to him
But... He is walking around with a
bad heart.
RUTHI E
And you think I don't know that?
T BONE
| think you don't act |ike that.
RUTHI E

Because if | did act like that, it
woul d be a burden on him

T BONE
And it's not a burden wal ki ng around
acting as if you don't care?

RUTHI E
| care. He knows | care.

T BONE
How?

RUTHI E
| cane hone, didn't [|?

T BONE
You had to.

RUTHI E
| wanted to.

T BONE
| think that would be news to
everyone.

RUTHI E
Wel |, everyone shoul d understand
that it's just not that easy to be
back under these circunstances.

( MORE)
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RUTHI E ( CONT' D)
It's hard, | love ny dad, | have to
wal k away from ny dad every norning
knowi ng I may never see hi m again.

T BONE
You didn't even say goodbye to him
t hi s norni ng.

She | ooks at him

T BONE
Me? That was ny fault?

RUTHI E
You're the one who wanted to take
t he bus.

T BONE

| didn't know you were feeling the
way you're feeling. You never said
anything. And | thought we'd nake
out on the bus.

He | ooks at her.

T BONE
Oh, like you weren't thinking that?

She | ooks at him takes out her cell phone and dials.
| NTERCUT:
| NT. KI TCHEN - DAY 20

Eric is watching as the boys work, he picks up the RI NG NG
phone.

ERI C
Hel | 0?

RUTHI E
Hey, Dad, | didn't get a chance to
say goodbye to you this norning.

ERI C
Oh, that's okay, | know you wanted
to get to the bus. You and T Bone.
She | ooks at T Bone, nouths, "He knows."

RUTHI E
Okay, well, I'"lIl let you go.
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ERI C
No, no, I'mglad you called, | got
a package here fromthe mail man.
It's fromyou. Looks like it was
sent a nonth ago. | didn't know if
it was neant for Christmas or if |
can open it now.

RUTHI E
You can open it now. It's not really
a Christmas present. It's stupid. |
don't know if you'll even like it.

The bell RINGS

RUTHI E
| have to go.
(then)
Bye, Dad.

ERI C
Bye, Ruthie. Love you. And tell T
Bone goodbye, too.

He hangs up, chuckling. She | ooks at T Bone.

RUTHI E
He says goodbye to you, too.

They wal k of f down the hall.

RUTHI E
Not so cl ose.

He takes a step or two to the side.
| NT. KI TCHEN - DAY 21
Eric tears open the package. He takes out a... skirt.

DAVI D
s that for you?

ERI C
It is. It's a kilt. Ruthie sent it
from Scotland. Isn't it great?

SAM
Are you going to wear it?

ERI C
| nost certainly am

( CONTI NUED)
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He exits.

DAVI D
You're not afraid people will |augh
at you?

ERI C
| don't care if people |augh at ne,
| love this. | love it. I'm going

to go right upstairs and try it on.
Davi d | ooks at Sam

SAM
He's brave.

DAVI D
And funny.

SAM
And smart.

DAVI D
And Ki nd.

They think for a beat.

They | ook

SAM
| just hope he has good | egs.

DAVI D
| just hope he has a good heart.

at each ot her.

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
EXT. CAMDEN HOUSE - ESTABLI SH NG - DAY
I NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Eric is wearing the kilt. Annie is | ooking at him
Savannah. So are Sam and Davi d.

ANNI E
Well, | have to admt, you | ook..
brilliant.

He | ooks at Sam and David. They force a smle. He
Savannah.

SAVANNAH
Pretty.
He | aughs.
ERI C
Alright, |'ve got to get down to
t he church.
ANNI E

And you're going to go down to the
church in your skirt, er uh, kilt?

ERI C
| am [|'ve wanted one of these ny
whole life.
ANNI E
You never nentioned it.
ERI C
Ddn't 1?
ANNI E
No.
ERI C
Maybe 1'Il wear it fromnow until
Christrmas. Maybe |1'Il| declare the

weeks after Thanksgiving and before
Christmas kilt wearin' weeks and
wear it this tine of year every

year .
ANNI E
eright, if that's what you want to
0.

31.

So is

| ooks at
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ERI C
By the way, any news on who's com ng
for Christmas and who isn't?

ANNI E
Ch, everyone's com ng.

ERI C
Matt and Sarah and Mary and Carl os
and the children?

ANNI E
Al of them
ERI C
And Sinon's going to show up?
ANNI E
He is.
ERI C
Wth...?
ANNI E

| have a feeling he has a girlfriend,
but he's not saying. And Sandy and
Aaron are going to stay with us,
whil e her dad stays across the street
with Martin's dad and Martin. So
we're going to have a full house,
especially with Jane and Margar et

and T Bone.

ERI C
(sml es)
T Bone. How great is it that she
has a boyfriend? A boyfriend! A
boyfriend for the holiday season.
And the entire famly will be here,
all of thenf? For Christms Eve?

ANNI E
God willing.

ERI C
| hope they're not all com ng just
because. . .

(1" m dyi ng)

ANNI E
No, no, it just worked out that way
this year.
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ERI C
| doubt it, but... I don't care.
VWat ever the reason is, I'll be
happy to see them all of them
ANNI E
Me, too.
ERI C
Alright, well, I'll be on ny way.
Bye, boys.
They run over and hug him

He gives

He | ooks

He exits,

And he's

ERI C
Bye, Savannah.

her a kiss. He gives Annie a Kkiss.

~ ERIC
Bye, Annie, see you around seven

ANNI E
Bye. Love you.

ERI C
Love you, too. Al of you.

at the three dogs.

ERI C
And all of you.

sticks his head back in.

ERI C
Bye.

out. The boys | ook at Annie.
DAVI D

You think it's safe for himto go
to work in a skirt?

SAM

Sonme people mght not like it.
ANNI E

VWll, we don't care if people |ike

it or not, if your father wants to
wear a skirt, he can wear a skirt.
And it's not a skirt, it's a kilt.

DAVI D
VWhat's the difference?
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ANNI E
Wll, askirt's a skirt and a kilt's
a... kilt.

They nod.

Dl SSOLVE TO
EXT. GLENOAK COVMUNI TY CHURCH - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY 24
| NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY 25

Eric cones into the office, whistling "I'll be honme for
Christnmas." He is startl ed when he sees Dean and Andi e.

ERI C
Whoa. Wasn't really expecting anyone.

ANDI E
Sorry, | just wanted to say thank
you so rmnuch.

DEAN
She settled for an engagenent ring.

ANDI E
(thrilled)
Hs nother's ring.

DEAN
And a date.

ANDI E
We're getting married next New Year's
Eve. Isn't that perfect? That's
just twelve nonths and two weeks
and a day away.

Eric sm | es.

ERI C
Congr at ul ati ons.

DEAN
She wanted you to be the first to
know. Once the pressure was off, |

don't know, | just... realized how
much she nmeans to ne.
ANDI E

Happy happy happy hol i days.

Eric sm | es.
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ERI C
Merry Chri stnas.

Just then Joyce enters, sees them

JOYCE
(1 ooks at Eric)
Ch, hello. | can come back when
you're not so busy.
ANDI E

No, we were just |eaving. Bye,
Rever end Canden.

DEAN
Bye. And hey, nice skirt.

And they exit. Eric |ooks at Joyce.

ERI C
It was a gift from Ruthie.

JOYCE
You' re opening your gifts early
this year?

ERI C
|... guess | am Have a seat, nmke
yoursel f confortable.

JOYCE
| just wanted you to know how very
happy | amthat you were so terribly
rude to nme yesterday.

ERI C
Ws |? |'msorry.

JOYCE
You were. But as it turns out, it
was just what | needed. | went from

here straight over to the post office
and picked up one of the letters to
Santa, and this year, I'mgoing to

be Santa nyself. 1'mgoing to take

a very special doll toalittle

girl right in ny own nei ghborhood.
Isn't that wonderful ?

ERI C
That i s wonderful .

JOYCE
It's all because of you.
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ERI C
| have a feeling, it's all because
of soneone greater than ne.

She sm | es.
JOYCE

| hope you and your famly have the
| ovel i est Christnmas you' ve ever

had.
ERI C
Thanks. And | wi sh the same for
you.
Joyce sm | es.
Dl SSOLVE TO
| NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY 26

He's putting away a book, when Nell knocks and enters.

NELL
Sorry to interrupt.
ERI C
Not a problem what's up?
NELL
| need a letter of reference.
ERI C
You' re changi ng j obs?
NELL
No, | love ny job. And | |ove how

much noney it pays. The problemis,
| have too nmuch noney and too big a
house and no famly to share it

wit h.

Eric | ooks at her.

NEL L
| ' ve decided to adopt.
ERI C
Real | y?
She shrugs.
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NELL
(cal I s back)
You got to give love to get | ove.
And the gift | want to give nyself

is afamly. 1've always wanted to
have a dozen children, and | don't
know when or if I'll ever get married
so I'"'mgoing to start a famly of
my owmn. |I'mgoing to start with a
sibling group of five from Ethi opi a.
He reacts.
ERI C
Five?
NELL
Wiy not? So thank you, Reverend
Canmden, for pushing ne yesterday.
He sm | es.
ERI C
My pl easure.
NELL
Ni ce skirt.
Eric reacts.
DI SSCLVE TO
| NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY 27

Larry comes in as Eric |ooks up fromhis book.

LARRY
Don't get up. You can show off your
skirt sone other tine. | just want

to say | had a long talk with the
children and I gave them a choi ce,
they can either have that crazy
expensi ve el ectronic whateveritis
and no all owance for six nonths, or
they can just have ne w thout ny
cell phone or email for three days,
Decenmber 24th, 25th and 26th. And,
they took that one. And they got so
excited, |I'mgiving 'em Decenber
31st and January 1st, electronic
free, too. So you were right and |

was wong. That's all | cane to
say. That and thank you.
( MORE)
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LARRY ( CONT' D)
|"'mreally looking forward to
Christmas and the rest of ny debt
free year. Merry Chri stnas.
And he's out.
DI SSOLVE TO
| NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY 28

Eric's packing up his conputer to go when he gets a call. He
pi cks up the RI NG NG phone.

ERI C
H, this is Reverend Canden..

| NTERCUT:
EXT. STREET - DAY 29
Li ndsay is on the phone.

L1 NDSAY

| just want you to know that | just
got back from apol ogi zi ng.

ERI C
You apol ogi zed to your brother?

LI NDSAY
No, | apologized to his ex-fianceée.
And she's still single and she's
still interested. So now all | have
to do is apologize to ny brother,
who is still single and stil

interested. So there you go. Next
time don't wait three years to yel

at me.
ERI C

| wasn't yelling.
LI NDSAY

You were yelling. And what's with
the skirt? I hear you' re wearing a
skirt. I wish | had tinme to conme by
and see it, but I want to change
before | go over to ny brother's
house. Merry Chri stnas.

ERI C
Sanme to you.

And he hangs up, | ooks up. Phil enters.

( CONTI NUED)



39.

29 CONTI NUED: 29
PHI L
So, busy afternoon?
ERI C
Yes, it is. But a very nice
af t er noon.
PHI L
| just got back from Overeaters.
Eric nods.
ERI C
Good for you, Phil, good for you.
What' d you think?
PHI L
There's a ot of hum liation going
ar ound.
ERI C
| agree.
Phil |ooks at the kilt, smles.
ERI C
Ch no, | wanted to wear this, this

is agift fromRuthie, she was living
in Scotland you know, she was part
of an exchange program

Phil puts up his hand.

PHI L
| just canme froma neeting, |'ve
heard enough famly stories for one
day. | don't know how you do it,

l'istening to one person after another
after another conpl aining and
conpl ai ni ng.

ERI C
| like people. | do. You m ght say,
| even | ove peopl e.

PHI L
(teasing)
Hey, I"'ma married man. | got to go
home and talk to nmy wife. Really
talk to her. W' ve got sonme stuff
to work out.

Eric sm | es.
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ERI C
Good tinme a year to start fresh
PHI L

Yeah. It is. Thanks, Rev.
And he's out. Eric picks up the phone, dials.
| NTERCUT:
| NT. KITCHEN - DAY 30

Anni e, who is very happy and cooking di nner, answers the
Rl NG NG phone.

ANNI E
Where are you?

ERI C
|"msorry. |'"mhaving the nicest
day.

ANNI E
Don't be sorry about having the
ni cest day. What's going on?

ERI C
Everyone | yelled at or practically
everyone, has cone back by here
today to tell me sone good bit of
news. And everyone is com ng hone
for Christnas. And |'m wearing a

kilt. 1'"mjust insanely happy.
ANNI E
Me, too.
ERI C
Five mnutes. I'lI|l be hone in five
m nut es.
ANNI E

You know, it's nmeat night. So don't
be late. It won't conme around for
anot her week.

ERI C
How great is that? Meat night. |
conpletely forgot. What are we
havi ng?

ANNI E

Pork chops. Very | ean. Baked. Wth
just a little bit of barbecue sauce.
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ERI C

" min heaven just thinking about
it.

He | ooks up, sees Betsey.

They hang

ERI C
Qops. CGot another visitor.

ANNI E
Ckay, but that's the | ast one.

ERI C
Prom se. Love you

ANNI E
And | | ove you.

up. Eric | ooks at Betsey.

ERI C
| was kind of expecting you.

BETSEY
Didn't sound like it.

ERI C
No, | was. It's been that kind of
day. Sit down.

BETSEY
No, that's okay. I'msorry | didn't
call, I was just driving by and it
was as if | got pulled in.

ERI C
Somret hi ng happen today? Sonet hi ng
good?

BETSEY
He told you al ready?

ERI C
He?

BETSEY
Van.

He | ooks at her, smles.

ERI C
Van?
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BETSEY

| saw himin the grocery store | ast

ni ght .
ERI C

| didn't know.
BETSEY

He's asked nme out before.
ERI C

| think he tries to sit with you in
church every Sunday, but you al ways
put yourself at the end of a row

next to a famly so there's no room

BETSEY
| wasn't aware.

He | ooks at her.

He waits.

BETSEY
Ckay, maybe | was.

ERI C
And?

BETSEY

He was buyi ng sonet hing for dinner
and | was buyi ng sonething for

dinner, and I don't know. .. we
decided to just go out for dinner.
ERI C
Oh?
BETSEY

| took himto nmy Aunt Pearl's
restaurant. She invited himfor

Chri st nas.
ERI C

Wll, 1'll be darned.
BETSEY

Yeah, ne too. W stayed so |long, |
m ssed a deadline at work.

ERI C
And not hi ng bad happened.

She shakes her head "no."
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He nods.

She exits.
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BETSEY
| just wanted to tell you that.
ERI C
Thank you.
BETSEY

No, thank you, Reverend. Thank you
for everything. For helping ne, for
hel pi ng everyone. | don't know what
we'd do w thout you

ERI C
Hey, with any luck, we won't have
to find that out for a long, |ong

time.
BETSEY
So you' re doi ng okay?
ERI C
|"mfine. Everything is fine. And |
don't know, | just have this feeling

t hat somet hing al nost magical is
happening to me today. Maybe it's
t he season.

She snil es.

BETSEY
Maybe it is. So... Happy holidays.

ERI C
Merry Chri stnas.

He sm | es.
ERI C

(munbl es)
Al this, and pork chops, too.

He | ooks heavenwar d.

ERI C
Thank you.

And as he heads out the door, there's a bit of a twinge in

his arm Hmm Wat would that be? Probably nothing. And he
turning to | ook back on his office. The phone RI NGS.
He | ooks at his watch. He goes to pick up the phone.

ERI C
Hel | 0?
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He sm | es.
ERI C
Hi, Luce. No, I'mfine. How are
you? How s San Franci sco?
And as he |istens, we:
FADE QUT.

END OF ACT FOUR
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FADE | N:

ACT FI VE

EXT. CHURCH PARKI NG LOT - NI GHT

Eric wal ks toward the car whistling,

Chri st nas,

you can count on ne..." An

of the darkness, there's STANLEY.

ERI C
(good- nat ur edl y)
Good God, nman, you nearly s
the skirt off me. And don't
you can't have it.

STANLEY

Funny you shoul d say that.
ERI C

What ?
STANLEY

|"ve just been thinking. Ho
you never ask to live?

ERI C
| don't know, |'mjust grat
be alive. Had a wonderful d

45.

be hone for
0

"1
d all of a sudden out

cared
ask,

w cone

eful to
ay, going

home to a wonderful neal. You want

to join us, Stanley? Cone o
some pork chops.

STANLEY
Not toni ght. Maybe sone oth
|"mnot a fan of the other
meat. Not enough fat on it.
a big juicy steak with sone
it. That's why ny heart's p
so good. | eat the fat and

n, have

er night.
white
| 1ike
fat on
r obabl y
nmy whol e

body adapts to the fat. How cone

you don't ask to live?

Eric | ooks at him

STANLEY
Anything | ask for, | get.

And |'m

no better than you are. Wat keeps

you from aski ng, man?

ERI C
Did you just cone by here t
t hat out?

o find
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STANLEY

| did.
ERI C

| don't know, Stanley.
STANLEY

How s the famly?
ERI C

They're fine, thank you.
STANLEY

Anni e?
ERI C

Annie is great. W got a new bed.
One of those electronic things. A
gift.

STANLEY
The tw ns?

ERI C
The boys are doing well, and they're
so smart, they | ove hone school
and |'menjoying spending time with
t hem

STANLEY
And Reverend Ki nkirk, where's she?

ERI C
She and Kevin took off for a few
days in San Francisco. She's a very
resilient person, that Lucy.

STANLEY
And that little one?

ERI C
She's in | ove. She doesn't know it
yet, but | think she's in |ove. And
with a guy that | actually like.

STANLEY
The rest of 'enf
ERI C
Al the children are well, all of

them And they're all com ng hone
for Christnas.

( CONTI NUED)



47.
31  CONTINUED: (2) 31
STANLEY
VWhat about the ones that aren't
your chil dren?

ERI C

They're good, too. Al is right
with the world, Stanley.

STANLEY
Well, that's what | like to hear,

Reverend. But do ne a favor, just
ask about |iving.

Eric | ooks at him

ERI C
Ckay, Stanley, 1'll do that. Is
there anything el se?

STANLEY
Not hing for right now And thank

you.

Stanley starts to wal k awnay.

ERI C
(calls after him
For what ?
STANLEY

(call's back, not turning
back to |l ook at hin
For everything.

And Eric shakes his head, starts to get in the car, |ooks
heavenward at the North Star.

ERI C
Let me live Lord, let ne live.

And we see him |l ook confused as he feels sonething strange
inside his chest. But what? He | ooks up. CUT TO the North
Star.

FADE QOUT.

END OF SHOW
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