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SEVENTH HEAVEN

" Deacon Bl ues"
PROLOGUE
FADE | N:
DAY ONE
EXT. GLENOAK COVMMUNI TY CHURCH - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY
| NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY

Fresh fromthe service, ERIC takes off his robe. He huns a
tune, obviously quite pleased with hinself. LOU enters.

ERI C
Lou, how you doi ng?

LQU
| wish | were better.

Eric | ooks at him

LOU
Quite a few enpty pews out there
t oday.

ERI C
No nore than usual

LOU
That's ny point.

Eric looks at him waiting.

LOU
Don't take this as comng from ne,
because this is not necessarily
opi nion, but the deacons are of the
belief that the services lately...

Eric waits.

LOU
Frankly, Eric, they are not pleased
with the direction the church seens
to be headi ng.

Eric is taken aback.
ERI C

And what exactly do the deacons
have problenms wth?
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LOU
The buzz the deacons are hearing is
t hat your services have junped the
shar k.

Eric reacts.

ERI C
Junped the shark?

LOU
Their words, not m ne. They think
the sernons are sounding a little

too... old. Alot of Iife and death
stuff. People can't take that every
week.

Eri c does his best not to be offended.

ERI C
And this canme up all of a sudden?
These probl ens the deacons have
with me all materialized in the..
ten m nutes since the service
fini shed?

LOQU
No, they've been discussing this
for sone tinme. They didn't want to
say anything since you're going
t hrough what you're going through,
but that kind of subject doesn't
real ly appeal to the younger crowd.

ERI C
| didn't realize that was our target
denogr aphi c.

LOU

Young churchgoers are the |ifebl ood
of every congregati on.

ERI C
| know that. | thought Lucy appeal ed
to some of our younger nenbers.
Lou shakes his head no.

ERI C
So Lucy's stale, too.
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LOU

The deacons believe we really need
to reach out to these younger
churchgoers. They are active in our
charity drives, they volunteer for
commttees, they donate nore to the
church than sone of our ol der

pari shioners on fixed incones.

ERI C
Ah, so this is about noney?

LOU
| "' m sure none of thls woul d be an
issue if we weren't runni ng about
si xteen thousand dol |l ars over budget
for the fiscal year.

ERI C
Si xt een t housand dol | ars?

Lou nods.

ERI C
That's quite a discrepancy.

Lou nods.

n1sorrK Er|c but the deacons
mould like me to pass al ong sone
suggestions about how to increase

t he buzz about your services and
hopefully bring sonme young peopl e
back into our church and sone needed
funds back into the budget.

Eric sees the files Lou is holding.

ERI C
And t hose are?

LQU
Thei r notes.

Eric takes a seat at the desk, it's going to be a |ong
nor ni ng.

FADE QUT.
END OF PROLOGUE




ACT ONE
FADE | N:
EXT. CAMDEN HOUSE - ESTABLI SH NG - DAY
| NT. GARACE/ I NT. M NI VAN - DAY

UNDER SNI PES, CREDI TS: The minivan is parked in the garage.
T BONE enters, |ooks around. He listens up the stairs to the
garage apartnent. Nothi ng. Whatever or whoever he is | ooking
for is not there. The passenger door to the van slides open.
There's RUTH E, waiting for him

RUTHI E
Hi .
T BONE
Hi .
They | ook at each ot her.

T BONE
Roomin there for ne?

RUTH E
Sur e.

He clinbs in. They | ook at each other, smle, then start to
nove toward each other, ready to nmake out. They hear sonething
and drop down out of sight. JANE and MARGARET neke their way
down fromthe apartnent.

JANE
You got the paper, right?

Mar garet hol ds up a newspaper

JANE
Good.

They exit. Ruthie and T Bone rise back into sight.

T BONE
That was a cl ose one.

RUTHI E
Yeah. Too cl ose.
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They | ook at each other again, and again start to nove cl oser
together. Light starts to nove up the side of the m nivan

as the garage door opens. Ruthie and T Bone drop down agai n.
Eric pulls the other car in beside themand cl oses the garage
door behind him He clinbs out and starts to exit, but stops,
sonet hi ng doesn't seemright. He waits, nothing. He exits.
When the door closes, Ruthie and T Bone poke their heads up
again. END CREDI TS.

RUTHI E
This isn't working.

T BONE
No, it's not. There's not a single
pl ace around this house where we
can get even five mnutes of privacy.

RUTHI E
We woul dn't have this problemif
you coul d dri ve.
(consi ders)
Wy can't you drive?

T BONE
| can drive
RUTHI E
Do you have a license?
T BONE
Vell, no.
RUTHI E

Then you can't drive. Wy don't you
have your |icense?

T BONE
|'ve had a few problens junping
t hrough the bureaucratic hoops
required for one to obtain a |icense.
Wiy don't you have your |icense?
You' re ol d enough.

RUTHI E
| didn't take driver's ed | ast
senester because | was in Scotl and,
and they were already full this
senester when | tried to sign up

T BONE
That m ght be for the best. You
probably don't renenber what side
of the road to drive on anynore.

She | ooks at him
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T BONE
A j oke.

RUTHI E
| know, but not a good one.

He reacts.

RUTHI E
| f you ever want us to have a few
m nutes to ourselves, you' re going
to have to get your license.

T BONE
Does that nean we can't nmake out
until | do?

RUTHI E

O course not.
They start at it again.
| NT. KITCHEN - DAY

Eric is |l ooking through the refrigerator when ANNI E cones
down the stairs.

ANNI E
What took you so long? | thought
you' d be honme just a few m nutes
after us.

ERI C
So did |I.

ANNI E
W al ready had | unch. hbM/the boys
are upstairs studrlng Can y
believe it? They | ove the hone school
so nmuch, they're studying on a Sunday
af t er noon.

ERI C
Yeah. That's great.

She notices Eric's not really paying attention.

ANNI E
VWhat's wrong?

ERI C
Do you think ny services are
depr essi ng?

She | ooks at him not sure how to answer.
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Annie is i

ERI C
The deacons are worried that church
attendance is slipping, and they
think ny depressing services are
t he reason.

ANNI E
OCh, Eric, I'msorry.

ERI C
So am|. They've decided to inplenent
a few changes to increase the profile
of the church

ANNI E
Eric, there are ebbs and flows in
any religious conmunity, and any
congregati on nmenbers who | eave today
wi |l conme back twofold tonorrow
You can't take their criticism
personal |l y.

ERI C
| know. |I'm sure they wouldn't have

S
said anything if we weren't sixteen
t housand dol | ars over budget.
n shock.

ANNI E
How nuch over budget ?

ERI C
Si xteen thousand dol | ars.

ANNI E
We are not even one dollar over
budget .

ERI C

| haven't had a chance to go over
t he books yet, but according to
Lou, we are.

ANNI E

Those are ny books. Those are ny
nunbers. We're not over budget.

ERI C
Annie, don't take it personally.
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ANNI E
No, | will take it personally. I
hel ped with that budget. | help you
stay on budget. | know where the

noney goes, so any inplication that
you' re over budget is a direct shot
at me.

She | ooks at a | edger Eric brought hone.

ANNI E
Is that...?

He holds up the | edger. She sw pes it.

ANNI E
"1l et you know when | find the
noney.

She exits.
EXT. BACKYARD - DAY

MAC, Jane and Margaret are sitting at the table, circling
apartnent |istings. Jane shows one to Margaret.

JANE
VWhat about this one?

MARGARET
Too smal |

Mac shows one to Margaret.

MAC
Thi s one?

MARGARET
Too expensi ve.

Jane shows Margaret another.

MARGARET
Too snmal|l and too expensive.

MAC
So, every avail able apartnent in
town is either not big enough for
the three of us or cost too nuch.
O bot h.

Jane | ooks at WMhc.
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JANE
We woul dn't have this problemif we
were | ooking for just the two of
us. W could get a one bedroom O
a studi o even.

MAC
We can still get a one bedroom
|"ve already told you |'"m nore than
willing to share.

Mar gar et shakes her head no.

JANE
Nice try.

MAC
Okay. Then we need nore noney.

Nobody |i kes the sound of that.

Then t hey

They keep

JANE
| work at a non-profit. They can
barely afford to pay ne what they're
paying me now. | can't ask for a
rail se.

MARGARET
| love working with kids, but I'm
not getting rich being a nanny.

JANE
| thought Evelyn said she was going
to pay you a lot.

MARGARET
| do pretty good by the hour, but
Evelyn can't stand to be away from
the house for nore than a couple
hours at a tine. She's a great
not her .

JANE
That's great for her, not great for
us.
both | ook at Mac.

MAC
| don't even have a job, so | can't
ask for a raise.

| ooki ng at him
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MAC
| guess | need to get a job.

JANE
| f you want to nove in with us you
do.

MAC

Right now it doesn't |ook Iike any
of us are noving anywhere.

They sit there, all thinking about what to do next.
I NT. KINKIRK KI TCHEN - DAY
KEVIN is there when there's a KNOCK on the door.

KEVI N
Come i n.

T Bone enters and stands there, just |ooking at Kevin.

KEVI N
Can | help you with sonething?

T BONE
Yes, you can. Thank you.

Kevin | ooks at him waits.

KEVI N
VWhat can | hel p you wi th?

T BONE
| need you to help ne get ny driver's
license.

KEVI N
You want me to teach you how to
drive?

T BONE
No, | know how to drive, |I'mactually
quite good at it. | just never really

had the parental perm ssion needed
to take the driving test, but now
with the emancipation, | can go in
on ny own.

KEVI N
So go on your own.
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T BONE
|"ve aced the witten part of the
driver's exam but | have a tendency
to choke under pressure, and since
it's been a while since | was in
driver's education and drove with
an authority figure beside ne, |I'm
not sure I'll be able to handle it.

KEVI N
VWhat do you want ne to do?

T BONE
| figure you used to be a cop. You
know about all the secrets and tricks
they use to get guys like ne to
fail the test.

KEVI N

There are no secrets or tricks.
T BONE

Real | y?
KEVI N

Ei t her you can drive or you can't.
It's pretty sinple.

T BONE
| don't need super thorough driving
| essons, | just want you to give ne
the quick, Cdiff's Notes version of
how to pass. | only want to know
what | need to know.

KEVI N
You need to know it all.

T Bone reacts.
KEVI N
| f you want your license, it's
because you want to drive. And if
you want to drive, you want to drive
Rut hi e.

T Bone blinks, is Kevin onto hinf
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KEVI N
And if you're going to drive Ruthie,
then 1'mgoing to nmake sure you're
a safe driver. | care about her too
much to let her get in a car with
sonmeone who doesn't know proper
nmot or vehicle safety and basic
traffic regul ati ons.

T BONE
Real y? You'll help ne?

KEVI N
Sure. Every day, after school, 'l
hel p you becone one of the safest
drivers on the road.

T BONE
Thanks, Kevi n.

KEVI N
You can thank ne after you finish
t he Kinkirk Crash Course.

T BONE _
Il will. Just don't say "crash" again.

Kevin nods as Eric knocks and enters.

ERI C
Sorry to burst in like this, but I
need Lucy.

KEVI N
She's upstairs giving Savannah a
bath. | can get her if you need
her.

ERI C

| do. It's kind of inportant.

Kevin | ooks at him worri ed.

ERI C
It's about work.
KEVI N
Ckay. 1"l be right back.

He exits. Eric | ooks at T Bone.

ERI C
VWhere's Ruthie?
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T BONE
What do you nean?

ERI C
The two of you are usually joined
at the hip.

T BONE
No, we're not.

Eric reacts.

T BONE
| have no intention to be joined at
the hip with Ruthie any tinme in the
near future. | never even think
about her hips, | swear.

ERI C
No, | didn't nean --

T BONE
| shoul d go.

He exits in a flash. Eric reacts.
EXT. BACKYARD - DAY

Mac is sitting at the table, half-heartedly |ooking through
the classifieds when T Bone enters fromthe back gate. Mac
| ooks at him

WC - -
There aren't any jobs avail able at
the novie theater, are there?

T BONE
Tony is always |ooking for qualified
candi dat es. V%Y, are you interested
i n gai nful enploynent?

MAC _ _
| guess. The real world is expensive.

T BONE
Tell me about it. Wiy do you think
| ended up squatting at the church
when | needed a place to stay?

MAC
|"mstarting to realize that if |I'm
going to nove in with Jane and
Margaret, | need to, you know, have
an I ncone.
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T BONE
You're not going to get rich working
at the novie theater, but you'l
probably be able to put a little
change 1 n your pocket.

MAC
| don't need to get rich, | just
need to be able to pay for one third
of an apartnent.

T BONE

"1l put in a good word for you.
MAC

Thanks. | owe you one.
T BONE

['Il remenber that.

Mac reacts.

9 I NT. KI NK

RK KI TCHEN - DAY

LUCY i s beside herself.

Eri ¢ nods.

LUCY
Lou doesn't think I'm young and
hi p?

ERI C
The deacons think there are changes
we can nmake to the standard service
to bring in nore of a crowd.

LUCY
More of a hip, younger crowd.

LUCY
|"myoung. I"mhip. |I've got ny
teen group. They're young. They're
hi p. They | ove ne.

ERI C
" msure they do. But right now,
t he deacons aren't happy with the
direction the church 1s headed. And
until we can convi nce them ot herw se,
we' ve got work to do.

Lucy reacts.

14.

FADE QUT.
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ACT _TWO
FADE | N:
DAY TVWO
EXT. CAMDEN HOUSE - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY
| NT. KITCHEN - DAY
SAM and DAVID are | ooking at their schoolwork. Annie is
pouring over the church [edger. Sam and David share a | ook,

then | ook over at Annie. Annie feels their gaze, |ooks at
t hem

~ANNI E
Are you finished already?
They nod.
SAM
It was easy. | was finished five
m nut es ago.
DAVI D
| was finished ten m nutes ago.
SAM
No, you weren't.
DAVI D
Yes, | was.
ANNI E

It's great that you are both so
smart that you finished ahead of
tinme. You both | earned sonet hing,
and that's nore inportant than who
finished first.

DAVI D
| finished first.

Anni e reacts.

ANNI E
What do you want to work on next?
You' ve got spelling, reading,

geogr aphy. ..
SAM

What are you doi ng?
ANNI E

What do you nean?
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Sam points to the | edger.

SAM
That. You've been working on it for
days.

ANNI E

Ch, this is for the church. I'm
trying to figure out why we don't
have as nmuch noney as we should

have.
DAVI D

What subject is that?
ANNI E

It's called accounti ng.
They | ook at her.

ANNI E
It's math with noney.

SAM
" m good at mat h.

DAVI D
|'mbetter at nath than he is.

SAM
No, you're not.

DAVI D
Yes, | am

ANNI E
| think you are both very good at
math. You're both better than | was
at your age.

They both smle.

DAVI D
Do you want us to do your work for
you?

SAM

Yeah, we can help you, since we're
better at it than you are.

She sm | es.
ANNI E

Thank you, but | think this is
sonmething I should work on nyself.
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SAM
Ckay.
DAVI D
| f you need any hel p, you know where
to find us.

Anni e sm | es.
EXT. PROVENADE - MOVI E THEATER - DAY

Mac and T Bone are squeezed into the theater booth. Both are
in uniform

MAC
Thanks for helping ne get this job.

T BONE
No problem Once | explained to
Tony how filmis your life, he junped
at the chance.

MAC _ _
But | don't really like novies, |'m
a television guy. | told you, |
just need to nmake some noney.

T BONE

| know, but Tony likes to talk
novies. So if he asks, your favorite
nmovie is...?

MAC
Ranbo: First Bl ood, Part Two.

T Bone shakes hi s head.

T BONE
Just say G tizen Kane.

MAC o
|"ve never seen Citizen Kane.

T BONE
Trust ne.

They turn their attention to the task at hand.
T BONE
It's really pretty easy. People
g!vE you noney, and you give them a
ticket.

MAC
| can handl e that.
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T BONE
Good. 1"l be back.
MAC
Wait, you're | eaving?
T BONE

Renmenber when you said you' d owe ne
one if | got you a job?

MAC
Yeah.
T BONE
This is the one. |I've got another

| esson with Kevin. Hopefully he'l
et ne drive today.

MAC
| thought you were supposed to train
ne.

T BONE
| just did. Tickets are there, noney
goes there.

T Bone exits the booth. Mac, feeling a bit overwhel ned, calls
out of the booth.

MAC
When do people start to show up?
T BONE
Soon. Don't worry. You'll be fine.
He exits.
MAC

But I'"ma tel evision guy.
Mac starts to panic.
13 | NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY 13
Eric's at his desk, witing. Lucy enters, sees he's working.

LUCY
Sorry.

Eric | ooks up.

ERI C
It's okay, Luce.
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LUCY
| don't want to disturb you
ERI C
You're not disturbing ne. | was

just putting the finishing touches
on ny weekly sernon.

LUCY
Ww, you're finished by Wednesday.
You really must have sonething to

Lucy | ooks at him

She waits.

say.
ERI C

Not exactly.
ERI C

| didn't want to tell you this
because | knew it woul d upset you.

ERI C
The deacons want to approve this
week's sernon to nake sure it fits
their "new direction."

Lucy is beside herself.

LUCY
They what ? When was the last tine
you had to have your sernon approved
before giving it?

ERI C
Never .

LUCY
| can't believe they' re treating
you this way.

ERI C
Us. They're treating us this way.
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LUCY
Dad, |I'd understand if it were ne.
' myoung and inexperienced, |'d

expect a little guidance fromthose

who know the church's busi ness. But
ou, you're an institution. You've
een doing this a long tinme and

you' ve proven you know what you're
doing. Don't you think you' ve earned

the right to run your church the

way you think is best?

ERI C
Ti mes are changing, | guess. And
don't knock yourself for being young
and i nexperienced, that's what the
deacons seemto be | ooking for
nowadays.

Lucy | ooks at him He shrugs, returns to his witing.

| NT. KITCHEN - DAY
Annie is still |ooking over the |l edger. Ruthie enters with
SAVANNAH. Anni e | ooks up, smles.
ANNI E
There's two of ny favorite girls.
RUTHI E

| told Kevin I'd watch Savannah in
exchange for his helping T Bone get
his |icense.

ANNI E
That's so nice of Kevin to help T
Bone like that.

RUTH E
Yeah, nice.

Anni e | ooks at her.

ANNI E
You don't seemvery appreciative.
RUTHI E
When | believe Kevin is actually
hel ping T Bone rather than instilling
nore fear in himto stay away from
me, then I'l| appreciate it.
ANNI E

If that's what Kevin is really doing,
then | appreciate it.
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Rut hi e | ooks at her.

RUTHI E
Are you telling me you don't trust
me to be alone in a car wwith T Bone?

ANNI E
| trust you, and | trust T Bone,
but I'd trust you both a whole | ot
nore when you're in the general
vicinity ere your father or Lucy
or Kevin or | could keep an eye on
you.

RUTHI E
So that woul d be a no.

Anni e | ooks at her.

ANNI E
| f not trusting you woul d make
you happy, then you can believe
what ever you want to believe.

RUTHI E
That's what | thought.

Anni e reacts, teenagers.
EXT. SOVEVWHERE - DAY 15
T Bone stands in front of Kevin's car. Kevin circles him

KEVI N
You are about to nmake a left turn.
You nust signal continuously during
the | ast how many feet before the
turn?

Just as T Bone is about to answer, Kevin blows a deafening
Al RHORN. T Bone flinches.

T BONE
Is that really necessary?

KEVI N
There are many surBrises on the
road. You have to be ready for
anyt hi ng.

T BONE

| told you, | already passed the
witten part. | know all this stuff.
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KEVI N
You said you choke under the
ressure, so |l amputting you in a
i gh-pressure environnment while |
make sure you are prepared to get
behi nd the wheel. Again, you are
about to nmake a left turn. You nust

signal --
T BONE
One hundred feet.
KEVI N

Good. You are at a green light, but
traffic is blocking the intersection.
You should...?

Kevin BLOA5 the HORN. T Bone flinches and answers.

T BONE _
Stay out of the intersection until
the traffic clears.

KEVI N
Correct. You are driving on a freeway
where the posted speed Iimt is
si xty-five mles-per-hour. Mst of
the other vehicles are driving
seventy m | es-per-hour or faster.
You may legally drive how fast?

Agai n, Kevin BLOA5S the HORN. T Bone flinches and answers.

T BONE
Si xty-five.

KEVI N
Correct again. The Term "G oss
Combi nati on Weight" refers to what?

Kevin BLOAS the HORN. T Bone flinches but doesn't answer.

T BONE
|'ve never heard that before.
KEVI N
It's on the test for Commerci al
Drivers.
T BONE
Wiy would | ever need to know that?
KEVI N

You can never know too nuch.
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T BONE _
Am | ever going to drive?

Kevin BLOAS the HORN. T Bone fli nches.
| NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY 16

Lucy reads Eric's sernon as he paces behind his desk. She
finishes, |ooks up.

ERI C
Vel | ?

LUCY
It's good.

Eric breathes a sigh of relief.

LUCY
It's really good.

ERI C )
It felt good, but it's nice to have
anot her pair of eyes take a | ook at
it.

LUCY
It's like one of the sernons you
used to give when | was younger

ERI C
You nmean when | was good?

LUCY
That's not what | neant. You captured
sonmething in here that rem nds ne
of hearing your words for the first
time. It's conforting and powerfu
at the same tine.

ERI C
Thank you.

LUCY _
| can't believe Lou is making you
get approval before you give this.

ERI C
It's not really an approval. | don't
look at it |like that. They just
want to be invol ved, the deacons,
Lou, they want to feel like it's
their church, too.

Lucy | ooks at him
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ERI C
|'"'mjust looking at this as a
chal | enge. Al ways good to have a
chal | enge.

Lou enters.

ERI C
Speak of the devil.
Lou | aughs.
LOU
"' m not your eneny here, Eric.
ERI C

| know you're not. You're just acting
on ny eneny's behal f.

LQU o
Wet her you want to admt it or
not, we're both on the sane team

Eri ¢ hands Lou his sernon.

ERI C
Here you go. Knock yourself out. |
hope 1t neets with your approval.

LOU
So do |I.

LUCY
If there's anything el se we need to
do to make our church service nore
entertaining, please |let us know.

LQU _
Now t hat you nention it...

Eric and Lucy react.
. LQJ. - -
It mght be nice to bring alittle
nmore nusic into the services.
Eric brightens at this suggestion.

ERI C
G eat. W can do that.

Lou | ooks at him Eric nods.

ERI C
Ri ght. Young and hip nmusic. Got it.
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There's a KNOCK on the door. BOB MEYERS enters, |ooks at
Lou.

BOB
|'"'mnot late, am1?

LOU _
O course not, cone in.

Eric and Lucy exchange a glance, Lou just invited a stranger
into their office.

LOU
Eric, Lucy, do you know Bob Meyers?

They don't. Bob extends his hand.
BOB

Meyers Autonotive. New and used car
sal es and service.

ERI C _
Ah, |'ve seen your ads on the sides
of buses.
BOB
Yep, those are the ones.
ERI C
What can | do for you, Bob?
BOB

It's nore what | can do for you

Eric and Lucy don't understand.

LOU
One of the ways the deacons are
| ooking to spread our nessage in
the community is having Bob talk up
our church at his deal ership.

LUCY _

W' ve never adverti sed.
LQU _

It's not advertising, it's outreach.
BOB

We're getting ready for our big
President's Day Bonanza. That neans
a lot of people comng into ny shop
| ooking to get behind the wheel of
a new or used autonobil e.

( CONTI NUED)
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LOU _
It could al so nmean many potenti al
new pari shi oners.

ERI C

And what does Bob get in return?
LOU

Half a page in the church bulletin.
BOB

And just a brief nmention during the
service itself.

Both Eric and Lucy can't believe what they just heard.
ERI C
on't know, Bob, it's going to be

| d
kind of hard to tie car sales in
with the Sernon on the Munt.

Bob sm | es.
BOB
If what | heard about you is true,
you're just the guy for the job.
Eric and Lucy silently steam
FADE QUT.

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
FADE | N:
DAY THREE
EXT. GLENOCAK COWMMUNI TY CHURCH - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY
| NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY
Eric is there when Lou enters. Eric |ooks at him

ERI C
So, Lou, what's the verdict? Have
t he deacons cleared me to do the
sanme service |'ve been doing for
over twenty years?

LOU
The deacons thought your sernon was
wonder f ul .

Eric smles, a bit of his pride returning.

LOU
They only have a few changes.

Eric reacts.

LOU
It's nothing majjor, really, just a
few tweaks here and there. You should
be able to whip it into shape by
next Sunday.

28.

Eric isn't quite sure he heard what he thought he heard.

ERI C
Next Sunday?

Lou just |looks at him He's as sick of giving Eric
as Eric is hearing it.

ERI C
Lou.

LOU
Eric.

ERI C

VWhat do the deacons want now?

bad news

( CONTI NUED)
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LOU
Because they're... you're... doing
so nmuch to 1 nplenent these desired
changes, they thought they'd kick
this Sunday off with a whol e new
program

Eric waits, expecting the worst.

LOU
They thought a fresh new voi ce woul d
be a wel cone change once in a while.

Eric reacts.

ERI C
Fr esh?

LOU
They thought if someone with a uni que
perspective and a new point of view
were to give the sernon, it m ght
breathe sonme life into the service.
| think you'll agree with their
choi ce.

ERI C
| don't agree with their decision
to make a choice, why would | agree
with their choice?

This is when SANDY steps into the office. Fromthe | ook on
her face, it's obvious she now realizes she is in the mddle
of sonething she never neant to get in the mddle of.

SANDY
(meekl y)
Hi .

Lou nods. Eric reacts.
EXT. PROVENADE - MOVI E THEATER - DAY 19

Mac is in the booth, taking noney and handing tickets to
novi egoers.

MAC
(not | ooking at the next
custoners in line)
Wel conme to Flicks, how can | help
you?

The custoners don't say anything, they just start | aughing.

Phc | ooks up to see Jane and Margaret at the front of the
i ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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JANE
Nice outfit.

MAC
Very funny.

JANE
W heard you were down here and had
to get a | ook at you oursel ves.

MAC
Hey, I'"'mtrying to make sone noney
so we can get a place. You shoul dn't
be nocking nme, you shoul d be
supporting ne.

They can't stifle the |aughter.

MARGARET
Can't we do both?

Mac rolls his eyes.

MAC
If you're not going to see the novie,
you have to step out of line. I'm

kind of over ny head here. T Bone
| eft me al one again.

JANE
Actually we're here for a reason
We found a place. One bedroom one
bath, in a safe part of town.

Mac sm | es.
MAC
One bedroom Yeah, why not? W're
friends, right? How nuch?

Jane and Margaret | ook at each ot her.

JANE
| f your job pans out, it's in your
range.

MARGARET

The high end of your range.

MAC
And?

( CONTI NUED)
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JANE
After rent, utilities and food,
you're not going to be left with
any spendi ng noney.

MAC
That's fine. | don't want to crash
at the Candens' house forever, so |
can cut back on sPending. Wai t,
I'mnot going to be left wth any
spendi ng noney?

Jane and Margaret | ook at each other, then at Mac.

JANE
W can't. Not wwth the jobs we have
now.

MAC

This was your idea and now you're
bai li ng out?

JANE
We're not bailing out, we just
deci ded that the Candens' garage
apartnent better fits our financial
needs at the nonment.

MAC
You can't freeload off the Candens
forever. You're adults. Act |ike
It.
They react. Mac | ooks at them

MAC
And you're hol ding up the |ine.

They step away and | ook at each ot her.

JANE
That was harsh

MARGARET
Real | y harsh

They turn and see a "Help Wanted" sign on the Dairy Shack.
They | ook at each ot her.

EXT. SOVEWHERE/ I NT. KEVIN S CAR - DAY 20
Kevin's car skids to a stop. T Bone gets out of the driver

seat and starts wal king away. Kevin gets out of the passenger
seat and foll ows.

( CONTI NUED)
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T BONE
(cal l'i ng back)
If that's your idea of help, | don't
want it anynore.

KEVI N
" m sorry.
T BONE
| don't think you are.
KEVI N
Really I am | didn't nean anything
by it.
T BONE

You didn't mean anything by it? You
kept blow ng that stupid horn in ny
ear the whole tine | was driving.

KEVI N
It's called pressure.

T BONE
That's not pressure. That's creating
an unsafe driving environnent.

KEVI N
| thought you wanted hel p passing
your test.

T BONE
| do. But this isn't helping, this
i s hazing.

KEVI N
Maybe | went about this the wong
way.

T BONE

| know why you're doing this. |

know you don't want nme to get ny

| i cense because you don't want Ruthie
and nme to be out al one together.

KEVI N
That's not it at all.

T Bone | ooks at him

KEVI N
| don't think.

( CONTI NUED)
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T BONE
| understood your subtle threats
about what you would do to ne if |
did anything wth Ruthie.

KEVI N
Lucy told nme to apol ogi ze about
t hat .

T BONE

You don't have to. Ruthie and | are
two mature people. W can decide
what we do or don't do on our own.
Your threats, while quite effective,
had no bearing on our decision to
take it slowy.

KEVI N

Real | y?
T BONE

Really. We're taking it slowy.
KEVI N

No, | neant really, ny threats

weren't effective?

T BONE
You painted quite a picture, |l
gi ve you that, but we're teenagers.
We're used to going against the
wi shes of elders. Ch, and anot her
thing, this is none of your business,
as nmuch as you think it is. Reverend
and Ms. Canden, sure. But you,
definitely not.

Kevin | ooks at T Bone.

T BONE
(gulps) =~ .
| f you're thinking about driving
off and | eaving ne here alone, I'l
say | was just kidding.

KEVI N

Come on. Let's go take your test.
T BONE

Real | y? You're not going to kil

nme?

( CONTI NUED)
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KEVI N
No. You just faced a high-pressure
situation, and you passed wth flying
colors. You're ready.

They head back to the car.
KEVI N
But |'m serious, you hurt her, I"1lI
hurt you. Even if it is none of ny
busi ness.
T Bone nods.

T BONE
Not ed.

They clinb in. T Bone starts the car. Kevin BLOAS his HORN
T Bone | ooks at him

_ KEVIN
Last tinme. | prom se.
They drive away.
| NT. KI TCHEN DOWNSTAI RS HALLWAY - DAY 21
Annie is still working on the church books. It appears she

has made no headway. There is a baby nonitor on the table
next to her. Sam and David watch fromthe hall way.

DAVI D
Momis still doing her homework. |
t hi nk we shoul d hel p her.

SAM

She doesn't want our hel p.

Rut hie enters fromthe living room carrying AARON

RUTHI E

What are you guys | ooking at?
DAVI D

Mom
RUTHI E

Exciting.
SAM

WI1l you keep Mom busy for a while?
RUTHI E

Sure.

( CONTI NUED)
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Ruthie enters the kitchen. Annie snmles at her.

ANNI E
Look at you. Yesterday, Savannah.
Today, Aaron. You're a regular
babysitter, aren't you?

RUTHI E

Yeah, what ever. Sandy dropped him
off before she headed for the church.

ANNI E
| wonder what she's doing there?

Rut hi e shrugs.
RUTHI E

Coul d you keep an eye on hin? |'ve
got homewor k.

ANNI E
O course. Savannah's nappi ng
upstairs, but I'mused to watching
multiple children at a tine.

Rut hi e hands hi m of f.

RUTH E
Thanks, Mom

She exits past the boys.

RUTHI E
M ssi on acconpl i shed.

Anni e | ooks at the church | edger, then at Aaron.

ANNI E
This can wait until |ater.

She | eaves the | edger on the table and heads up the stairs.
Sam and David enter, open the |edger. They | ook at each other.

DAVI D
This isn't like any math |'ve ever
seen.

SAM
Good thing there's tw of us.

Davi d nods.
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Sandy is seated at Lucy's desk. Eric is reading a magazi ne
behind his. Lucy enters.

LUCY
| confirmed the band for..
(noti ces Sandy)
...next week. H . Sandy, what are
you doi ng here?

She | ooks to Eric for an answer, but Eric just nods toward
Sandy.

SANDY

Lucy, I'msorry. | didn't know.
LUCY

Didn't know what ?
SANDY

| didn't know about all the stuff
going on at the church, what they're
doing to you and your dad. If |

knew anyt hing about it, | wouldn't
have sald yes. | should have figured
sonet hi ng was wrong when Lou call ed
me instead of you, but | was so

happy to get the call, | didn't
even think about it.
LUCY
|'"'msorry, said yes to what?
ERI C
Sandy's going to be giving the sernon
t hi s Sunday.
Lucy doesn't know how to react.
LUCY
That's... that's..
SANDY
It's terrible. I"'mnot doing it.
ERI C
No, | told you, we're not going to

let you turn this down. Even if you
t hi nk the deacons are being unfalr
to us, this is such a great
opportunity for you, you have to do
It.

Eric |l ooks to Lucy, nods for her to say sonething.

( CONTI NUED)
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Eri ¢ nods,

They both

LUCY
| remenber the first time | spoke
in front of the church. Like you, I
al ready knew this was what | wanted
to do, but to be at the pulpit, and
realize that nmy words were being
heard by everyone, and maybe sone
of them m ght even listen to what |
was sayi ng, and maybe a few of those
peopl e m ght | earn sonething, or
under st and sonet hi ng, or feel
sonething they didn't feel fifteen
m nutes before... It's an amazing
feeling. Don't take that feeling
away fromyourself. This is your
Sunday. We'll have others.

i npressed.

SANDY
Are you sure?

nod.

SANDY
If | have your blessing, then I'l
do it.

ERI C
You have our bl essing.

SANDY
Thank you, both of you. Ww, |'ve
got a lot of work ahead of ne.

LUCY
You better wite fast so the deacons
can approve your Ssernon.

SANDY
Oh, they told ne | could say anything
| want ed.

Eric | ooks at Lucy. They both react.

END OF ACT THREE

37.
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
DAY FOUR
EXT. GLENOAK COMMUNI TY CHURCH - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY 23
| NT. GLENOAK COVMUNI TY CHURCH - DAY 24

As people file in for the service, Annie, with Sam and David
in tow, finds Lou at the back of the church. He sees her
comng, but can't find a way to escape.

LOU
Hel | o, Annie.
(notices her expression)
| can't imagine |I'mthe nost popul ar
person in your house right now.

ANNI E
No, you're not.
(hands himthe | edger)
Can you explain this?

LCQU
W' re over budget, and we need to
do sonet hing about it. The nunbers
don't lie.

ANNI E
| ' ve been over these and over these,
but I can't find the noney anywhere.
It doesn't nake sense.

LOU
There's nothing to find. |I've been
over them nyself, and everything
| ooks right to ne.

SAM
We know where the noney is.

DAVI D _
Yeah, we hel ped you with your
homewor k, we know where it is.
Anni e | ooks at them

ANNI E
What ?

Sam pul | s a envel ope out of his pocket and hands it Annie.

( CONTI NUED)
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DAVI D
It was in the back of the book,
stuck between sone bl ank pages.

Anni e | ooks inside the envel ope.

ANNI E
Checks witten out to the church.
Here's one for a thousand, another
for five hundred, and another..

DAVI D
Si xt een-t housand four hundred seventy-
five.

SAM

We accounted it oursel ves.
Anni e hands the envel ope to Lou.

ANNI E o
Here's the noney that wasn't m ssing.

LOU
It appears the deacons nade a bit
of an oversight.

ANNI E
Yes, it does.
LQU
" msorry, Annie.
ANNI E

|"mjust glad the church is stil
i n good shape.

LOU
Yes. Me, too.

He exits. Annie |ooks at the boys.

ANNI E
Thank you so much, boys. You have
no i dea how nmuch you just hel ped.

SAM
You' re wel come, Mom It was easy.

DAVI D
We're working on tinmes tables now
Those are harder than accounti ng.

Annie smles and gives thema hug. Kevin approaches with
Savannah.

( CONTI NUED)
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KEVI N

Have Ruthie and T Bone shown up

yet ?
ANNI E

No, but they'll be here. | trust

t hem
KEVI N

That's easy for you to say.
Anni e | ooks at him
EXT. STREET/INT. M N VAN - DAY 25

The mnivan is parked in sonme out-of-the-way location. T
Bone is behind the wheel, Ruthie in the passenger seat.

T BONE
Actual ly, Kevin's hazing hel ped ne.
As m sqguided as it was.

Rut hie | ooks at him

RUTHI E
| "' m happy you finally got your
license and everything, but if we
don't get to church before it starts,
| don't know when ny parents wll
ever let you borrow the car again.

T BONE
| know, but I'mjust kind of savoring
this freedom | can go wherever |
want, whenever | want. And no one,
not ny nother, not your parents,
not the d enoak Public Transit
system can tell nme | can't. |'m
free to be free

Rut hie | ooks at him

T BONE
| guess we could | eave, or we
could... you know. ..

RUTHI E
Yeah, | know.

He leans in for a kiss. She pulls back. He reacts, what?
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RUTHI E
Just because you've got this newfound
freedom that doesn't nean we have
to make out all the tine. You're
free to be free, |'"'mfree to not
make out with you if | don't want.

T Bone reacts.

T BONE
Oh. W shoul d get goi ng.

RUTHI E
Yeah, we shoul d.

He starts the car. She reaches over and turns it off.

RUTHI E
I'malso free to make out with you
if I want.
He smi | es.
T BONE

Freedomis a wonderful thing.

And they start going at it. They're still going at it as a
PARKI NG ENFORCEMENT OFFI CER sl aps a ticket under the
m@PQShield wi per. Ruthie and T Bone break and | ook at the
of ficer.

T BONE
Are you kidding nme? | thought |
couldn't get a ticket on a Sunday.

PARKI NG OFFI CER
(shrugs)
Loadi ng zone.

RUTHI E
This freedomthing is certainly
getting off to a poor start.

T Bone | ooks at Ruthie, then back at the officer. The officer
sm | es.

| NT. GLENQAK COVMUNI TY CHURCH - DAY 26
Lucy is at the pulpit.
LUCY
My father and | hope you're al

enj oyi ng the new feel of the service
t oday.

( CONTI NUED)
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Sonme in the congregation nod, but nostly there are |ooks of
i ndi fference.

LUCY
Continuing wth that theme, we are
fortunate to have Sandy Janeson
giving today's sernon. Mst of you
probably know Sandy because our
church sponsors her while she is
conpl eting her studies. Sandy.

Lucy steps down, and Sandy steps up. She nervously clears
her throat, then begins.

SANDY

| want to thank Lou Dalton and the
deacons for inviting ne to sPeak.I
wanted to tal k about the chall enges
young people face in the world today,
about the challenges young parents
face raising their children in the
wor |l d today, about the challenges
young Christians face in the world
today. | wanted to tal k about al
those things. But |I'mnot going to.
|'"'mnot going to tal k about those
t hi ngs because | don't have all the
answers. And | guess no one really
does But whenever | have questions,

turn to People who know nore than
I do to he p guide nme toward the
answers. (IS almars inportant to
listen to mhat peopl e who you respect
have to say. Right now, | want to
listen to soneone | truly respect.
| want to hear what he has to say.
| don't want to hear what soneone
who has not acconplished as much as
he has allows himto say.

She | ooks at Eric.
SANDY
Reverend Canden, the pulpit is yours,
like it always shoul d be.

The congregation watches in silent amazenment as Sandy steps
down and approaches Eric. He | ooks at her.

ERI C
You didn't have do that.

She sm | es.
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SANDY
Yes, | did. It was the right thing
to do.

Sandy takes a seat next to Lucy, who nouths,
Sandy nmout hs back, "No, thank you."

43.

"Thank you."

Eric steps to the pulpit. He's not reading anything, he's

speaking fromthe heart.

ERI C

Sandy, | never asked for you to say

anything on ny behalf, but I am

t hankful for your kind words. |
remenber when | first canme to this
church. | was young, idealistic,
and | had the whole world in ny
sights. Back then the only things
wanted to do were to take care of
my famly and hel p the peopl e of
this congregation. As tinme went on
| realized that those things were
not enough. | also had to take car
of people in need who weren't part
of ny famly, and | had to do ny
best to help those in this comruni
outside this congregation. That
used to be enough. But now, it see
i ke sone people care nore about
figures and attendance and stati st
than doing the right thing. It
shoul dn't be about how nuch noney
we have or how nmany people are
sitting in the pews, it should be
about how nmuch good we do in our
communi ties, our nei ghborhoods, ou
homes. Sone people seemto have
forgotten about what's inportant.
hope I haven't. | hope |I never do.

Eric | ooks out at the congregation, at Lou,
of his famly sitting in the front row.

e

ty
s

iCcs

r

then at the faces
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ERI C
|'ve | oved every Sunday |'ve stood
before you. | hope you' ve | oved

them too. Because no matter what
sone people may try to tell ne to
do, I'mam not going to change the
way |'ve always done things.
Sonetinmes you have to nake a stand;
for your beliefs, for your
principles, for what you know to be
right. This is nmy stand. |'ve always
done ny best for this comunity. |
don't think it's tinme for nme to
start doing ny second best for the
community if 1t |ooks good on the

bottomline. I think nmy community
deserves better. | think you deserve
better. | think we all deserve
better.

Eric steps away fromthe pulpit, and | ooks out at the
congregation. Annie smles at him Kevin nods to him the
tw ns give hima thunbs up, sonme deacons can't hide their
froms, and... |Is Lou grinning? He starts back toward his
seat, sees Lucy and Sandy, both smling at him He renmenbers
sonething, returns to the pulpit.

ERI C
Sorry, one nore thing.

He rustles through a stack of papers.

ERI C

Today's service is brought to you
by Meyers Autonotive. Wth both new
and used cars, Meyers Autonotive
has a friendly and courteous staff
ready to help you with all your car-
buyi ng needs. Get down there for
their big President's Day Bonanza.

Bob Meyers in a mddle pew has a huge smle on his face.

ERI C
Thank you.

The congregation doesn't know how to react. Eric smles the
smle of a man who just changed his |ife for the better.

FADE QUT.
END OF ACT FOUR
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FADE | N:
EXT. GLENOAK COMMUNI TY CHURCH - ESTABLI SHI NG - DAY
I NT. CHURCH OFFI CE - DAY

Fresh fromthe service, ERIC takes off his robe. He huns a
tune, obviously quite pleased with hinself. Lou enters.

ERI C
| don't want to hear it, Lou. |
said what | said, and | neant it
| f the deacons don't like it, they
can have ny resignation

Lou tries to say sonething, but Eric cuts himoff.

ERI C

Life is too short. | know that now.
|"mnot going to live the rest of

life the way they want ne to
l[tve it. I'mgoing to live it the
mar | want to live it. So go ahead.
Tel | me how di sappoi nted the deacons
are with ne.

Lou I ooks at him Eric waits, ready to debate anything. He's
not ready, however, when Lou grabs Eric in a big hug.

ERI C
Lou?

Lou breaks the hug. Eric |looks at him

LOU
Thank you, Eric. You just said
everything |I've been wanting to say
for nonths.

ERI C
Real | y? The deacons aren't mad at
me?

LOU

Who cares what the deacons think?
Eric reacts.
LQU o
| resigned ny position at the church
| ast week.

Eric reacts.

( CONTI NUED)
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LOU
| couldn't say anything, about ny
resi gnation, about their ideas,
about what they were asking you to
do, anything. I'msorry.

ERI C _
You don't have to apol ogi ze.

LQU
Yes, | do. | knew what they were
asking you to do was wong, but I
didn't stand up to them For that,

Lou sm | es.

| am sorry.
ERI C
And for that, you are forgiven
You'll still be around, even if
you' re not head of the deacons,
you'll still be at church, right?
LQU
No. I'mretiring fromthe bank, and
|"mgoing to do sonething |I've wanted
to do for a long tine. |I"m noving

to the m dwest and hel pi ng open a
non-profit bank that deals strictly
with mcroloans for farnmers and
smal | busi nesses. W've put the
house uE for sale and found a little
rental house on a few acres. W're
headi ng out next week.

ERI C
Not a | ot of noney in non-profits
fromwhat | heard.

LQU
No, there isn't, but there's nore.
A lot nore.

Eric sm | es.

ERI C
Congr at ul ati ons.

LU
| wish | could say today's sernon
inspired ne to do this.

ERI C
It didn't?

( CONTI NUED)
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LQU
Eric, you' ve been inspiring nme for
over twenty years.

Eric can't help but get a little choked up by this.

ERI C
| f you need anything, you know t he
nuner .

LOU

The sane goes for you.

They extend their hands to shake, then |augh and hug each
ot her agai n.

LOU
God bl ess you, Eric Canden.

ERI C
Sane to you, Lou.

Lou smles and exits, passing Annie as she enters. She | ooks
at Eric.

ANNI E
He | ooked happy.
Eri c nods.
ERI C
He is.
Eric | ooks at Annie.
ERI C
And so am | .
ANNI E
Very inpressive out there today.
ERI C
What can | say, | was noved.
ANNI E
What now, Reverend Canden?
ERI C

Let's go hone.
And that's just what they do.
DI SSOCLVE TO



29
30

48.

EXT. CAMDEN HOUSE - ESTABLI SH NG - DAY 29
EXT. BACKYARD - DAY 30

Lunch is being set up. The gang's all here. T Bone and Ruthie
are tal king to Kevin.

KEVI N
Didn't you give her ny nanme?

T BONE
O course | tried to drop your nane
to get nme out of the ticket.

KEVI N
And?

T Bone holds up the ticket.

T BONE

Does it look like it hel ped?
KEVI N

| guess |'ve been out of the gane

too | ong.
He exits to help Lucy with |unch.

RUTH E _
|''mnot even sure he ever was in
t he gane.

T Bone | ooks at her.

T BONE _
So, do you think your parents wll
ever let me borrow the car again?

She shakes her head no.

RUTHI E
And now you're going to have to
fight for shifts at the theater
with Mac if you want to buy a car
of your own.

He reacts.

T BONE
| think | trained himtoo well.

She rolls her eyes at him Eric and Annie enter. Eric crosses

to Mac, Jane and Margaret, who are both in Dairy Shack
uni f or ns.
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ERI C
M ssed you at church today.

JANE
We wer e packi ng.

ERI C
Packi ng? You're...?

MARGARET
W' re noving out.

JANE
We found a place. Wth Mac.

Eric | ooks at Mhac.

ERI C
You' re noving out, too?

MAC
"Fraid so.

Eric can barely hide his pleasure.

ERI C

So the uniforns?
MARGARET

W' re back at the Shack
JANE

Sonetinmes you have to take a job
you don't like to be able to do
what you need to do. You know what
| nmean?

ERI C
| do. Very much. So, the other jobs,
t he ones you | oved so nmuch?

JANE
"1l be working at the Dairy Shack,
but vol unteering at the environnental
of fice whenever | have any free
time.

MARGARET
And once | find out nmy new schedul e,
"1l babysit for Evelyn whenever
I'"'mfree

ERI C
That's great.

( CONTI NUED)

30



30

50.
CONTI NUED: ( 2) 30

MAC
We just wanted to thank you for
your hospitalitK. We're on our way
to pick up the keys to our new pl ace.

ERI C
Pl ease, stay for |unch
MARGARET
Real | y?
ERI C
Absol utely. You're al ways wel cone
her e.

They smle. Lucy and Sandy set the table.

LUCY
| think Kou shoul d gi ve the sernon
next week.

SANDY
No, | don't want to step on your or
your dad's toes.

LUCY

You won't be, because we're asking.
W want to hear what you have to
say.

Sandy sm | es.

SANDY
"Il do it.

LUCY
O course, %ou'll have to run
evethhing y nmy dad before you say
anyt hi ng.

Sandy | ooks at her.

LUCY
Ki ddi ng.

Sandy smles. Eric finds Annie and Puts hi s arm around her.
Ther | ook across their yard at famly nenbers, friends,
children, dogs, and a few people who are practically

st rangers.

_ ANNI E
Is this how you al ways pictured it
woul d be?
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ERI C
(thinks, then)
Actual ly, yes.

ANNI E
Real | y?

ERI C
As long as |'mhere with you,
everything el se | ooks fantastic.

And as they continue to | ook across at a small fraction of
t he peopl e whose |ives they've touched, we:

FADE QUT.
END OF SHOW
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